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FACTORS OF JUVENILE DELINQUENCY ACTS, CRIMES COMMITTED, AND DIVERSION OF THE YOTH 
OFFENDERS AT BAHAY PAG-ASA 


CLARENCE FAYE S. BULAN 
Bachelor of Science in Legal Management 
Isabela State University Cauayan-Campus 


ABSTRACT 


This study mainly focuses on identifying the factors of juvenile delinquency, the crimes committed, and 
the diversions practiced by the youth offenders at Bahay Pag-Asa, Cauayan City, Isabela. The study is comprised 
of five chapters namely: Chapter 1- Introduction; Chapter Il- Review of Related Literature; Chapter lll- 
Methodology; Chapter IV- Result and Discussion; Chapter V- Summary. 

Chapter | visualized the objective of this study. Chapter Il enumerated several related literature and 
studies conducted in connection with this study which was later used also in order to support the findings as 
discussed in Chapter IV. Chapter ІІІ stated the methodology used in gathering data and analyzing such in order to 
come up with the results which will be found in Chapter IV. The study is a quantitative research that used a survey 
questionnaire to gather the data. The gathered data were interpreted and analyzed by the researcher. The result 
of the data gathered was discussed in Chapter IV. Chapter IV showed the results, discussion, and analysis of the 
data gathered to answer and respond to the objectives as visualized in Chapter І. This Chapter critically analyzed 
the data gathered using methods as stated in Chapter ІІ. Lastly, Chapter V presents the summary and conclusion 
derived from the findings in Chapter IV. The environment as a factor of the juvenile delinquent act has the highest 
effect on the youth offenders, being the family as the second among the three stated possible factors and the 
school has the least effect on the delinquent acts of the children in conflict with the law. The crime observed to 
have the highest frequency is Rape and R.A. 9165. Second, on the list are robbery and murder. The third is 
homicide. Fourth is Theft, Illegal possession of firearms, and Ammunition. None children in conflict with the law 
who are currently confined in Bahay Pag-Asa had committed Parricide, Infanticide, Kidnapping, Destructive Arson, 
and Carnapping. The diversions that all of them practiced are Bible study, praying, playing games, drawing, 
listening to music, reading books, reading the Bible and cleaning the room, singing/playing guitar, and writing a 
letter to their parents or friends outside to cope up with their loneliness in Bahay Pag-Asa. 


Moreover, Chapter V also contains the recommendations as recommended by the researcher brought 
upon by the activities encountered throughout the whole process of the preparation and accomplishment of this 
study. 

2. Todetermine the factors why Juvenile delinquent 
children commit a crime with respect to: 
INTRODUCTION 
2.1 Family; 
Objectives 

The study aimed to determine the factors, 
crimes committed, and the diversion of Juvenile 
Delinquents at Bahay Pag-Asa. 


2.2 Environment; and 
2.3 School. 


3. To determine the crimes committed by the 
delinquent children at Bahay Pag-Asa. 


4. What are the diversions that helped a youth 


Б, + А offender practice for reformation? 
Specifically, aimed to answer the following 


objectives: 

1. Profile of the delinquent children about their: 
1.1 Аде when the crime is committed; 

1.2 Gender; and 


13 Parental situation. 


Scope and Delimitation 


The respondents in this study will be limited 
to the children in conflict with the law who are 
currently in custody and care at Bahay Pag-Asa 
located at Sitio Manalpaac, Cauayan City, Isabela. 


RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
Research Design 


For this research study, a quantitative 
research design gathered data through interviews 
using a survey questionnaire that determined the 
objectives of this study. 


Respondents of the Study 


The respondents of this study are the 
children in conflict with the law who are currently in 
custody and care of Bahay Pag-Asa at Sitio 
Manalpaac, San Pablo, Cauayan City, Isabela. 


Research Instrument 


The researcher adopted and revised the 
instrument used by Nanjala (2008) The instrument 
was divided into 4 categories. The first category is 
composed of the profile of the respondents. The 
second category refers to the factors affecting 
juvenile delinquency which is also divided into 3 
sections: The first section is about Family as a factor 
of juvenile delinquency. The second section is about 
the Environmental factors of juvenile delinquency, 
the third is about the School as a factor of the 
juvenile delinquency act. The third category is about 
the crimes committed by the juvenile. And the last 
category is about their coping mechanisms. It was 
utilized as the main tool to gather the data. 


Data Gathering Procedure 


In this study, the researcher wrote and 
delivered a letter of permission addressed to the City 
Mayor of Cauayan thru the Chief of Bahay Pag-Asa 
and conducted an interview with the Juveniles with 
the help of their Houseparents. The researcher 
requested the help of the House Parents in Bahay 
Pag-Asa to aid them in gathering the data through 
survey questionnaires that were directly 
administered to them. The researcher collected the 
answered questionnaires. Each item was tallied, 
tabulated, analyzed, and interpreted. Some of the 
data for this research is collected through personal 
face-to-face interviews with some of the 
respondents. The researcher solicited the consent of 
the respondents in the conduct of the interview giving 
assurance that their identities, as well as their 
responses, were treated with the utmost 
confidentiality. 


Statistical Treatment 
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The researcher used only frequency and 
percentage to analyze and interpret all the data 
gathered. 


RESULT AND DISCUSSION 


This chapter comprises the presentation, 
interpretation, and analysis of the findings resulting 
from this study. The interpretation and analysis of 
data on the results of the questionnaire deal with a 
quantitative analysis of data. The tables below show 
the summary statistics for the variables used in this 
study. 


The table shows the respondent's age 
when the crime is committed, gender, parental 
situation, and by whom they lived together with 
before confinement in Bahay Pag-Asa. The factors 
of Juvenile Delinquency concerning family, 
environment, and school the crimes committed by 
the children in conflict, and their diversions at Bahay 
Pag-Asa. 


Table 1. Out of 15 male respondents who are 
children in conflict with the law (CICL), it was shown 
that 66.7% or 10 out of 15 were at the age of 16 when 
the crime was committed. There are 20% or 3 out of 
15 who are 17 years old when the crime was 
committed and 6.7% or 1 out of 15 on both 14 and 
15 years old. It was noted that the children in conflict 
with the law (CICL) who are currently confined at 
Bahay Pag-Asa located in Cauayan City, Isabela are 
mostly 16 years old when they committed the crime. 
In this case, the children who are currently at Bahay 
Pag-Asa are dominantly male and predominantly 16 
years of age. It is obvious that in the teenage years 
especially at 14-17 years of age, there is a higher 
risk of committing a crime. Here in the Philippines, 
social life these years of age is extremely 
aggressive. The curiosity level may be the cause of 
their delinquent acts. 


13 out of 15 or 86.7% have parents who live 
together and the other 2 or 13.3% have parents who 
separated. It was shown that only 1 out of 15 or 6.7% 
does not live with his parents or lived with their 
relatives and the other 14 or 93.3% lived with their 
parents before confinement to Bahay Pag-Asa. The 
fact that most of the children were living with their 
parents did not prevent them from committing 
delinquent acts. It means that their behavior was 
caused by different aspects or factors in life. 


According to Alejandro (2012), most of the 
young offenders who committed a crime despite 
living with their parents are a cause of the child's 
abuse, abuse, and misguidance. A child being 


4 


abused by his parents causes his mind to have а 
psychological effect that can lead to a crime being 
committed. 


Table 2. Out of the twelve (12) descriptive 
statements on the aspect of a family as a factor of 
juvenile delinquency. It was noted that most of the 
youth offenders answered “по” to the situation where 
it may be a possible cause of their delinquent acts. 


11 out of 15 or 73.3% of the youth offenders 
answered “no” and 4 out of 15 or 26.7% answered 
“yes” to parental conflict. The youth offenders are not 
affected by the parental conflict between their 
parents since most of them do not have separated 
parents but somehow few of them were affected. 
These youth offenders may have sensitive feelings 
and/or parents who do not have a good marital 
relationship even living together. Only 1 out of 15 or 
6.7% answered “yes” to parental aggressiveness 
and the other 14 youth offenders or 93.3% answered 
“по”. Most of the youth offenders may never 
experience aggressiveness from their parents or 
some may experience but it may not affect them at 
all. All of the youth offenders or 100% answered “по” 
to coercive parenting which means that not a single 
of them had parents who dictate such things to them 
means that their delinquent acts were their own 
choice. However, 5 out of 15 or 33.3% of the young 
offenders were affected by the permissive parenting 
style of their parents to engage in delinquent acts. 
The parents of these CICLs may not intend to put 
their children in a manner that they will abuse their 
parent’s permissive parenting that causes them to 
engage in delinquent acts. On the CICL’s part, they 
might assume that they will not be liable if they do 
what causes them to do their respective delinquent 
acts because the parents were too permissive with 
them. Only 1 out of 15 or 6.7% answered “yes” that 
parental criminality affected him in his delinquent act 
and the other 14 or 93.3% does not. 2 out of 15 or 
13.3% answered “yes” to lack of parental guidance 
and the other 13 youth offenders answered “по”. 
Most of the youth offender was guided by their 
respective parents but despite that, they chose to 
engage in delinquent acts. Lack of maternal affection 
affected 3 out of 15 or 20% of the respondents and 
the other 12 or 80% were not. Insufficient parental 
monitoring does affect the delinquent act of any of 
them. This is a good thing which only means that all 
of them had been monitored accordingly. 7 out of 15 
or 46.7% were affected by their parent's heavy job- 
time overload but 4 out of 15 or 26.7% has a jobless 
mother and 6 out of 15 or 40% of them has low socio- 
economic status working fathers which affected 
them to engage in their delinquent acts. And only 2 
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of the 15 youth offenders or 13.3% may have 
experienced violence in the family that caused him 
in his delinquent acts. According to Stevan (2012), 
parents ' excessive work leads to a child's 
misguidance. A child without the proper guidance on 
what is right and wrong can be affected by immorality 
outside a home. In statistics, the peers presented are 
the most influential of these young people. A child 
can easily persuade to commit a crime without a 
solid foundation. The parents of these youth 
offenders are responsible enough. Family is not a big 
factor in their delinquent acts. They did their part and 
their responsibilities as parents. However, 
unfortunately, some of the youth offenders claimed 
that they were affected by their low socio-economic 
status and experienced violence in the family. 


Table 3. Environment as a factor was observed to be 
the highest factor of the delinquent acts of the youth 
offenders as noted in this table comparing to the 
family and school as a factor of juvenile delinquency. 


There are 8 out of 15 of the youth offenders 
or 53.3% answered “yes” to deviant peer influence 
that may cause them to their delinquent acts which 
are higher than those who answered “no”. 4 out of 15 
or 26.7% had been caused by drug addiction in their 
delinquent act and the rest does not. 15 out of 15 or 
100% of them did not experience a sadistic attitude. 
Late-night outings affected 6 out of 15 or 40% of the 
youth offenders and the other 9 or 60% were not. 
Criticism affected 3 out of 15 or 20% of the youth 
offenders in their delinquent acts. 5 out of 15 of the 
youth offenders or 33.3% of them were affected by 
bad company and the other 10 or 66.7% did not. 
Only 1 out of the youth offender or 6.7% who reside 
in Bahay Pag-Asa answered “no” to extreme social 
suggestibility that caused him to his delinquent act 
and the other 14 or 93.3% answered “no”. 2 out of 
15 or 13.3% answered “yes” to street life as a factor 
that affected them in their delinquent acts and the 
other 13 or 86.7% answered “no”. Love of adventure 
did not affect 12 out of 15 or 80% of the youth 
offenders and only 3 of them answered “yes” that 
caused them in their delinquent acts. 


In the table presented above, deviant peer 
influence was the highest common factor among 
youth offenders. Bad company has а high 
percentage too as well as late-night outings. These 
three are noted as related to each other, deviant peer 
influence is those bad companies that often like to go 
on late-night outings. Liquor, cigarettes, or illegal 
drugs are commonly present on a late-night outing 
or gathering, especially with bad company. Friends 
or the ones who they often socialized with are the 
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ones who they claimed had influenced them in their 
delinquent acts. According to Menedez (2014), 
peers are a young age man's greatest influencer. 
Most of their time is spent with their peers in the 
absence of parental guidance. Peer pressure is one 
of the factors affecting the personality of a child that 
results in the commission of an unwanted crime. 


Table 4. The school as a factor of juvenile delinquent 
acts had 9 out of 15 or 60% of the youth offenders 
who answered “yes” to running from the school as a 
factor of why they have committed the crime they 
had committed and the other 6 answered “no”. Only 
3 out of the 15 or 20% are bullied in school and the 
rest may not be bullied. However, all of them 
answered no to the failure of the school to use 
methods that avoid conditions of frustration. Failure 
of school in character development, lack of facilities 
for curricular and extra-curricular activities, school 
dissatisfaction, and lack of recreational activities did 
not affect 13 of the 15 or 86.7% of the youth 
offenders in committing their delinquent acts. It was 
noted that the school is not the problem but the 
children themselves because as observed in the 
table only “running from school got а higher 
percentage of “yes” answers than the other 
descriptive statements which affected them in their 
delinquent acts. According to Sampelio (2014), 
school is a place where a child can learn not only 
academically, but morally as well. Dropping from 
school is a big factor in committing a crime because 
it is a process of disconnecting from any values that 
can be learned from school. 


Table 5. In crimes committed by the youth offenders 
who are in the custody and care of Bahay Pag-Asa 
located in Cauayan City, Isabela Rape and R.A. 
9165 has the highest percentage among the 13 
crimes stated in the questionnaire. Robbery and 
Murder have the same percentage that 3 out of 15 
youth offenders in Bahay Pag Asa committed 
Robbery and Murder respectively. 2 out of 15 or 
13.3% youth offenders committed homicide. There is 
only 1 out of 15 or 6.7% of the youth offenders in the 
commission of each crime like Theft, Illegal 
possession of firearms, and Ammunition. No youth 
offender who is currently residing in Bahay Pag-Asa 
had committed crimes such as Parricide, Infanticide, 
Kidnapping, and Destructive Arson. It can be 
observed that Rape and R.A. 9165 as the most 
committed crime of the CICL in Bahay Pag-Asa of 
Cauayan City, Isabela. Robbery and Murder are the 
second most committed crimes. Riots, theft, robbery, 
carnapping, murder, homicide, rape, and so on are 
common crimes committed by adults and young 
adults, but these days the youth are mostly involved 
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in such criminal activities (" Juvenile 
Delinquency',2009). Rape is mostly under the 
influence of illegal drugs. Rape may be made out of 
curiosity and so to illegal drugs. Under the influence 
of an illegal drug, they are not in control of their 
emotions pre-requisite to the decisions that may lead 
them to commit another crime. According to Sandico 
(2013), the use of illegal drugs is the most common 
crime that a juvenile delinquent commits. It destroys 
one’s mind and causes a loss of sanity. Under the 
control of an illegal drug, a child can commit other 
crimes such as rape and murder. 


Table 6. It was noted that 15 out of 15 or 100% of 
the respondents had diversion activities in Bahay 
Pag-Asa by Bible study, praying, playing games, 
drawing, listening to music, reading books, reading 
Bible, and cleaning the room. Sadly, only 9 of them, 
or 60% are writing letters to their parents or friends 
outside and the other 6 youth offenders do not. 10 
out of 15 or 66.7% of the juveniles are drawing to 
divert their minds and 3 out of 15 or 20% of the youth 
offenders are singing or playing guitar. However, 
there is a youth offender who does not make 
gardening or do all of the tasks, according to the 
house parent this child does not go outside because 
he is afraid of people. It was observed that the 
diversions practiced by the youth offenders are 
mostly to divert their minds into something they 
would be reformed as an individual. Unfortunately, a 
youth offender, who is afraid of people and also 
addicted to illegal drugs according to their house 
parent, who is the most needed to draw his mind with 
other activities tends to miss it because of his 
psychological situation. He may not recover at all 
because he is afraid to go out and talk to people who 
can help him out more in recovering psychologically. 
The activities he misses out on that may be a big part 
of his reformation were hindered by his current state 
of mind. The diversions practiced by the youth 
offenders at Bahay Pag-Asa stated were observed 
similar since they are residing in a facility for their 
reformation and the things they can do are limited. In 
Part IV of the survey questionnaire, the researcher 
enumerated possible diversions of the children 
inside Bahay Pag-Asa and added space in case the 
children have an addition to the diversions stated. 
However, they only added gardening/doing tasks 
and singing/playing guitar in their diversions. 
Reading the Bible and Bible study is the best 
diversion they practice at Bahay Pag-Asa. These 
enable them to seek the Lord and as they pray and 
read the Bible every day, their hearts can change. If 
the heart changes the way of thinking and the 
decisions to make will follow. According to Elonior 


(2010), repentance from your sin is one of the best 
ways to change. God's word is once again one of the 
most powerful tools for young offenders to change 
and correct their paths. The Bible teaches values 
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THE BALANCE BETWEEN LOVE AND WEALTH: EFFECTS OF MARRIAGE SETTLEMENT TO MARRIAGE 


Bannylyn Mae Silaroy Gamit 
Bachelor of Science in Legal Management 
Isabela State University-Cauayan Campus 


ABSTRACT: 


In the Philippine Setting, there are three kinds of marriage settlements which are: Absolute 
Community of Property, Conjugal Partnership of Gains, and Complete Separation of Property. The latter 
two are mostly called pre-nuptial agreements and majority of the people think that it is an insult and shows 
distrust to a loved one while others say that one’s pre-nuptial agreement is usually entered into for 
purposes of convenience involving properties not the feelings of the spouses. 


This study sought to determine the effects of Marriage Settlements on Spouses’ Marriage 
particularly in the City of Cauayan and the Municipalities of Cabatuan and San Mariano, Isabela. This 
study focused to determine the reasons why the respondents entered into their chosen marriage 
settlements; the advantages and disadvantages of having it; the stigma they experienced having it; the 
strategies they are making or doing to balance their love and wealth; and the effects of it to their marriages 
using the Qualitative Descriptive Research Method. There are a total of eight (8) respondent spouses in 
this study. After the data was gathered from the respondents using a face-to-face interview, it was 
transcribed, analyzed, and interpreted by the researcher. It was found that the Absolute Community of 
Properties kind of marriage settlement has more positive effects on marriage than the Conjugal 


Partnership of Gains and Complete Separation of Properties. 


Keywords: Marriage Settlement, Philippines, Balance, Strategies, Effects, Marriage, Qualitative Study 


INTRODUCTION 


Why do people marry? Do they marry for 
love? Or do they marry for money? With the notions 
the people have in our society right now, we cannot 
conclude that marriage is all about money and 
property. However, we cannot also say that it is 
purely for love. Most of the people discern that 
marriage is all about sharing and commitment just 
like in terms of money, properties, indebtedness, and 
love. However, there are some instances in which we 
can have settlements that will govern our property 
relations (Kapunan, 2017). 


In the Philippines, it is still unusual among 
the wide-ranging population to enter into a marriage 
settlement just like the conjugal partnership of gains 
and complete separation of properties before 
marriage because it is more traditional that their 
marriage will be governed by the regime of absolute 
community of property as provided by law (Tankeh- 
Asuncion, nd). 


Living in a conservative country like the 
Philippines, which is a Catholic-dominated country 


and, the only remaining country (other than the 
Vatican) which do not allow divorce, marriage is one 
of the sacred things that should be taken care of, and 
should always be intact and most especially, should 
also not taking advantage of or breaking apart 
(Patajo-Kapunan, 2017). In these regards, if we 
would discourse about pre-nuptial agreements, 
Filipinos would rather be curious or react with 
uneasiness (Pacia, 2014). 


Article 75 of the Family Code of the 
Philippines states that “The future spouses may, in 
the marriage settlements, agree upon the regime of 
absolute community, a conjugal partnership of gains, 
complete separation of property, of any regime. In 
the absence of a marriage settlement, or when the 
regime agreed upon is void, the system of absolute 
property as established in this Code shall govern.” 
Therefore, simply put, future spouses have the 
freedom to enter into an agreement with each other 
with regard to their properties provided that it is not 
contrary to law, public morals and customs, and 
public policy. 


In these regards, the researcher conducted 
this research to determine the effects of having 
marriage settlement on the spouses contracted into 
it. Moreover, she also wishes to determine the main 
reasons why the respondent spouses entered into 
their chosen marriage settlement and its advantages 
as well as its disadvantages. She wants also to 
determine the stigmas being experienced by the 
spouses having it and the strategies or mechanisms 
they make or do to balance their love and wealth. 
Lastly, this study also focused on the effects of the 
three kinds of marriage settlements on the family of 
the respondents, their economic status, and their 
emotional and social aspect. With this research, with 
the help of the participants, we can help to widen 
information about marriage settlement, how it can 
affect marriage, and what are the effects on it on the 
economic status, married life, family emotional, and 
social aspect of a married couple. 


METHODOLOGY 


The researcher used these methods and 
procedures to collect and gather the information data 
needed to present this study in this chapter. This 
chapter contains the Research Design, Participants/ 
Respondents of the Study, Research Instrument, the 
Data Gathering Procedure, and Data Analysis 
Procedure. 


Research Design 


This study used the qualitative descriptive 
method of research through a face-to-face interview 
to gather data such as reasons, advantages, and 
disadvantages of having marriage settlement as well 
as the stigmas experienced by the spouses having 
this kind of contract to present a descriptive and 
explanatory assessment of the effect of having 
marriage settlements. 


Respondents of the Study 


To acquire the needed data, the 
respondents of this study composed of 8 spouses 
having a marriage settlement: Three having an 
Absolute Community of Properties, Two having 
Conjugal Partnership of Gains, and Three Complete 
Separation of Properties in the City of Cauayan, and 
Municipalities of Cabatuan and San Mariano, 
province of Isabela. This study is voluntary, there 
was no pressure to elicit their initial involvement or 
continues involvement. 
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Research Instrument 


The materials used in this study are a semi- 
structured interview guide which is created using 
appropriate questions modified from other related 
research and questions formed by the researcher 
which are validated by the research adviser. 
Questions are constructed based on the objectives 
as laid down in Chapter 1 of this study. Moreover, in 
copying all the important data, the researcher used 
a tool for recording and also informed consent forms. 


Data Gathering Procedure 


After signing the informed consent form, the 
researcher used a face-to-face interview and by 
letting the participants answer the questionnaire 
made by the researcher to gather data and 
information from the respondents. It was conducted 
using the semi-structured interview guide to obtain 
answers in which the researcher gave follow-up 
questions to the respondents. 


The researcher relied on the participants’ 
perspectives in responding to the questions asked 
and in delivering their insights. The researcher 
assured the confidentiality of their identities as she 
promised in the consent form. The interview was 
conducted for a certain time so as not to disturb the 
participants in their daily routines. 


Data Analysis Procedure 


After the completion of the interview and the 
recording and questionnaires were transcribed, the 
researcher used in identifying the qualitative data 
pattern or ‘themes’ which is the scrutiny-based 
technique. This method is the compare and contrast 
method, where a theme represents a way in which 
texts are similar or different from each other. 
Afterward, the researcher used the Grounded theory 
in analyzing the data gathered. This theory refers to 
using qualitative data to explain why a certain 
phenomenon happened. In this study, the 
researcher compared the data gathered and 
analyzed and interpreted these in a way that can 
identify why the respondents entered into pre-nuptial 
agreements, the advantages and disadvantages of 
it, the stigma of the spouses, the strategies they do 
in balancing their love for each other, and the effects 
of their marriage settlement on their marriage not 
only based on the respondents’ answers but also on 
the facts they shared and in the phenomena we are 


having in this country. Lastly, the researcher, by all 
means, answered and determined all the objectives 
of this study. 


RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 


This chapter includes the presentation, 
interpretation, and analysis of data gathered by the 
researcher as the result and findings of this study. 
This study analyzes and determines the effects of 
the kinds of marriage settlements namely: Absolute 
Community of Properties, Conjugal Partnership of 
Gains, and Complete Separation of Properties, and 
the Balance between love and wealth made by the 
respondents. The results and findings of this study 
will also either affirm or negate the results of the 
related studies herein. Some of the answers of the 
respondents are translated by the researcher into 
English texts. Since some of the interviews are done 
in Filipino, there are some words which had omitted 
and added during the translation just to make their 
statements clear and understandable. 


A. Reasons for Entering into Marriage 
Settlements 
i.Absolute Community of Property 


Marriage is defined as a sacred agreement 
between two persons who love, trust and respect 
each other in the common parlance. It is entered into 
for the foundation of the family and as an inviolable 
social institution. As Respondents A, B, & C 
answered, “t is because we love each other.” it 
shows that all of the respondents have a reason why 
they chose not to have a pre-nuptial agreement and 
let the Absolute Community of Properties kind of 
Marriage Settlement governs their property regime is 
because of their love for each other. It means that 
entering into a marriage is because of the love 
binding both spouses together and not because of 
the wealth they will acquire during their marriage. It 
only tells that Marriage for them is about love and 
marriage is also an interpersonal relationship, the 
ultimate avowal of committed, unconditional, and 
mutual love (Lawler, 2000). Therefore, entering into 
the Absolute Community of Properties Property 
Regime does not all because it is the common kind 
of marriage settlement in the Philippines but also to 
show and to prove the love they feel for their 
spouses. 


ii. Conjugal Partnership of Gains 


As the researcher identified the respondents’ 
answers on what are the reasons why they entered 
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into a Conjugal Partnership of Gains, she 
determined that inheritance and former marriage are 
two of the common reasons why based on 
Respondent D's answer that “It is because of 
inheritance” and Respondent E answered, “Because 
of my former marriage” which relatively affirm the 
study based on cases Pacia (2014) has handled, the 
most common reason for drawing prenups is the 
protection of the assets of children born before 
marriage, whether illegitimate or from a previous 
marriage and not only done out of mistrust between 
future spouses. Therefore, this kind of marriage 
settlement has its benefits and reasons why it is 
entered into by the spouses having it. 


iii. Complete Separation of Property 


The reason why the respondents entered into a 
Complete Separation of Properties kind of Marriage 
Settlement as shown by Respondent E and F 
answers that “It is because of inheritance” and 
Respondent H answer that “It’s more of a delicate on 
my part. My husband has numerous realities so | 
opted to have our properties separated to avoid 
being branded as using him for my advancement.”, 
that is to protect their inheritance and properties. 
Pacia's (2014) study state that another common 
reason is to protect family businesses and keep them 
intact or within the family just like Respondent G 
answered. Therefore, it is more advantageous for 
the rich spouse or the spouse who has more 
properties that can lead sometimes for the family of 
the economically superior spouse to push him/her to 
execute a prenup because they are protecting their 
wealth or because they have no trust in the other 
spouse which is similar in what Pacia (2014) found 
out that family is one of the biggest influences behind 
couples who opt for a prenup, especially if the family 
of one partner has a lot of assets which leads to other 
reasons including protecting a spouse from inheriting 
the debts of his or her partner. 


В. Advantages and Disadvantages of 
Having Marriage Settlement 
i.Absolute Community of Property 


All of the respondents answered Ша! 
having the property regime of Absolute Community 
of Properties is all beneficial to them because of their 
usage of the common fund and the thought of 
sharing, trusting, and loving each other are present 
in their relationship as Respondent C answered that, 
“The advantage is that there is no thinking of money 
involved and there are no fights about it” And there 
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is no disadvantage based on their answer that, “I 
cannot see any disadvantages because it tightens 
our bond, it helps us to live to the fullest and there is 
no regret.” The researcher found out that money 
affects marriage. Without having money from the 
spouses is clearly a big effect on their relationship. 
Just like Respondent B's answer, “The advantages 
are: there is self-control to where the money goes; 
trust is built; it builds closer relationship.” between 
them his spouse which can affirm Seddon (2018) 
research that a tiny amount of married respondents 
(2%) had discussed the possibility of getting a 
prenup, but decided against it because they will trust 
each other and they will stay together even neither 
of us had any money. Therefore, not having a pre- 
nuptial agreement makes a marriage more 
advantageous rather than not beneficial. 


ii. Conjugal Partnership of Gains 


The respondents’ answers revealed that 
having a Conjugal Partnership of Gains kind of 
marriage settlement is both advantageous and 
disadvantageous. Respondents D and E answered 
that “We share in the common fund and insecurities 
will not be formed” and “I believe we both got 
benefited from it, not just for us but most importantly 
our children, after all, we both decided to consider 
the agreement for the security of our children’s 
future.” That will show that their marriage settlement 
is both beneficial to them because they share in a 
common fund their earnings for the children’s future 
just like on what Article 124 of the Family Code of the 
Philippines which clearly states that “The 
administration and enjoyment of the conjugal 
partnership shall belong to both spouses jointly xxx”. 
On the other hand, it is disadvantageous when one 
of the spouses doesn’t have work or other forms of 
earnings because according to Article 125 of the 
Family Code of the Philippines, if the conjugal 
partnership is insufficient in covering all the liabilities 
and expenses, the spouses shall be solidarily liable 
for the unpaid ones which are very unfair for the 
spouse who is currently earning or working for the 
family. Wherein entering into the Conjugal Property 
of Gains Regime is not advantageous nor 
disadvantageous because itis based on the situation 
of the married life of the spouses. It varies from 
couple to couple, and people will react differently. 
The circumstances will determine if the spouses will 
stand to benefit from the pre-nuptial agreement they 
entered into. 


iii. Complete Separation of Property 
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It is determined that having a Complete 
Separation of Properties property regime is 
beneficial because of their interests and decisions. 
Based on the respondents' answers, “Е is only 
beneficial to the one who inherited or who has 
acquired more properties.” and “It’s more practical 
and beneficial to both in the sense that we can easily 
manage our properties without the interference of 
one another” it shows that they executed a pre- 
nuptial agreement because of inheritance and one’s 
properties. It is beneficial to both of them because 
they can use and handle their properties in the 
manner they want to. Furthermore, respondent F 
answered that it is because of their children’s 
benefits which is the same as what the Pesce Law 
Group (2018) said that by having a prenup or by 
setting its rules, a prenup can to ensure that an 
individual’s children from the previous relationship 
receive their share of his or her assets after his or 
her death, it can limit a business owner's partner's 
access to his or her business-related assets 
following a divorce if the case may be and it can 
determine which partner may take possession of 
specific portions of shared property after a divorce. 


C. Stigmas Experienced by the Spouses 
Having Marriage Settlements 

The stigmas of the spouses having each of 

the three kinds of marriage settlement if combined 
will simply lead to three things: divorce; properties 
and trust. In the absolute community of properties, 
the only stigma is that if a spouse cheated and had 
an illegitimate child which affects the rights and 
inheritance of the legal children and the fact that they 
cannot dispose of their property without the consent 
of their spouses as what Respondent A answered 
that “The stigma is that you cannot donate your 
exclusive property without the consent of your 
partner.” Thinking of it can make them feel that life is 
so unfair because that is their personal property and 
what if their spouse doesn’t agree to dispose of or 
donate it? Respondent С also answered that “I am 
afraid that the property we’ve earned for the future of 
our kids will be shared with his illegitimate children if 
ever.” which shows that her fear is when her 
husband has a mistress that can lead to separation 
wherein like what Joslin Davis (2016) says that 
couples getting married at later ages these days and 
consequently entering their relationships with a pre- 
nuptial agreement to protect them of having the 
stigma of divorce. In conjugal Partnership of Gains, 
Respondent D answered that “...because | am the 
one earning, and it's partly unfair because he does 
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not make any effort to find a job to help me in raising 
my kids.”, as the economically superior spouse, she 
has the stigma of being the only provider for the 
family needs. It brings her the feeling of unfairness 
because her husband doesn’t extend his effort to 
help her in providing which is very connected to a 
journal of the Church of England (2011) that a pre- 
nuptial contract must speak to the indeterminacy of 
а couple’s future. There is the uncertainty 
recognized in a widely used wedding vow, by the 
inclusion of the words “to have and to hold from this 
day forward, for richer or for poorer, for better or for 
worst, in sickness and health”. While in the Complete 
Separation of Properties, the economically weaker 
spouse has the fear or stigma in the relationship as 
Respondent F answered, “Yes, on my part as the 
spouse who has fewer properties/ earnings 
considering that | cannot interfere with his business, 
on how he is going to dispose of his properties.” 
because she cannot interfere with her husband's 
properties and that just like what Israel (2008) said, 
in a relationship having a prenup, the two parties 
entering into do not have equal bargaining power 
which tends to be coercive and lack of fairness and 
equivalent consideration. Therefore, it can clearly 
show that it is not only the economically superior or 
vulnerable spouse who has the stigma in a marriage. 
D. Strategies or Mechanisms in Balancing 
Love and Wealth 
i. Absolute Community of Property 


Marriage is a profound and public 
proclamation of love and it is also a government- 
sanctioned economic partnership with attendant 
rights and responsibilities (Borer, 2014). When the 
researcher asked the respondents how they balance 
their relationship, Respondent A answered that “We 
entered into marriage because we love each other 
and money does not affect our relationship as 
spouses” and Respondent B responded that “We 
learn to know each other better and deeper and trust 
should be necessary to a couple.” In this regard, it 
was found out that in the Absolute Community of 
Properties, the spouses are balancing their marriage 
by just loving and understanding each other's flaws 
and weaknesses. They answered that money is not 
the one that balances their relationship, but it is their 
love for each other. As the results show, not having 
a pre-nuptial agreement affects their marriage 
positively because they don’t have any problems and 
mistrust of each other when money matters occur 
and there is a trust which is a must in a relationship 
to succeed especially in financial or money matters. 
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Most importantly, Respondent С answered that in a 
marriage, there should be no selfishness and 
greediness. The giving is a must. Similarly, to what 
Cruze and Les Parrott (2019) said, marriage can 
work over money if it is not “yours” or “mine” - it’s 
“ours”. There is no reason to hold a higher income 
over the other spouse. You’re on the same team. 
Start acting like it. Decide together on how to take 
over the budget for the things that your children 
need. It only shows that the trust you have for each 
other means there is a deep foundation of love and 
there is unity in striving for one goal- that is to build 
a successful and happy future for the family. 


ii. Conjugal Partnership of Gains 


Marriage Settlement is entered into before 
marriage which a couple decides what property 
regime they want to have and governs their 
relationship during marriage. In this regard, one of 
the kinds of marriage settlement is the Conjugal 
Partnership of Gains which dictates that the couple’s 
properties are joined together as one estate, and any 
earnings or other benefits made by them are 
considered shared. The same goes for properties 
acquired during the marriage. In this study, the result 
shows that the spouses having this kind of marriage 
settlement disregard the settlement they have as 
shown by Respondent D's answer, 1 disregard the 
kind of marriage settlement we entered into. It does 
not in any way affect our affection for each other. We 
entered into a marriage vow because we love each 
other.” They chose to balance their marriage by 
showing the love they feel for each other and they 
set aside the fact that they are currently having an 
agreement that calculates and identifies the 
properties and fruits that have been shared and put 
into their common fund. In connection to this, 
Conjugal Partnership has also a downside which is 
connected to Respondent D's answers that “she 
trusts his husband unconditionally and she trusts him 
in all of their savings even though she is the one who 
works for the family. Slide (2016) journal about 
income inequality in marriage, it says that the spouse 
who earns the majority of the household income may 
also feel resentment towards his or her spouse. If the 
spouse who earns less income spends unwisely, the 
spouse earning more money may feel taken 
advantage of by the household unbalanced. 
However, the spouse earning less money may deny 
their own needs because they don't believe that they 
have the right to spend the family money. Hence, 
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love should always be present. No matter how the 
decision of the spouses may be, the love for each 
other, respect, and faithfulness will determine a 
successful marriage even with  pre-nuptial 
agreements. 


iii. Complete Separation of Property 


Having a pre-nuptial agreement doesn't 
mean you don’t love your spouse. It might be 
because of the family behind the spouses, the wealth 
protected by the family, or because of businesses. 
When the respondents were asked how so they 
balance their love and agreement, Respondent F 
answered, “By showing that God is the center of 
everything and by showing affection and 
disregarding the issue about properties. You need 
not be rich to be loved and vice versa.” And 
Respondent H answered, “Your рие-пирйа/ 
agreement does not dictate how you treat your 
spouse, nor does it dictate how you should feel for 
your spouse.“ И shows that the respondents were 
disregarding the fact that they have a pre-nuptial 
agreement and continue the married life they wanted 
to have at the very start. There may be some 
downside but according to the stories of the 
respondents, they still show the love they could give 
to their spouses. It only means that they are 
balancing their marriage between love and wealth by 
choosing love as the center of their relationship. 
However, the fact that having а pre-nuptial 
agreement presupposes the word mistrust and a 
way to play into divorces. It may also not be the most 
romantic idea, but many couples who marry opt to 
have pre-nuptial agreements which connect with 
what Lowry's (2018) article says that having a 
prenup provides you and your partner regulate over 
this process. Unluckily, prenup has а horrifying 
reputation; people who hear that you're even 
entertaining the idea of getting a prenup and 
planning for a divorce and that you clearly don’t trust 
and love your partner enough. As a result, this study 
proves that not all spouses having pre-nuptial 
agreements are having mistrust of their partner and 
this agreement doesn't influence the right treatment 
they should do towards their spouses. 


E. Effects of Marriage Settlement 
a. As to Family: 
In entering into marriage, families on both 
sides are involved. They may have issues with the 
other party, others may befriend the other because 
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they are in one class. Family is a great factor and 
influencer in a marriage, especially the parents. 
Now, having a marriage settlement, how the 
respondents’ families were affected by the 
settlement the latter entered into? In Absolute 
Community of Properties, all of the respondents 
answered that their settlement affects their family 
positively. According to Respondent A, “It affects 
positively as the properties of each are combined 
and no insecurities will be formed” and Respondent 
B, “Positive; there is a sense of acceptance to both 
families. We have a good relationship”. The reason 
is that there were no conflicts and problems with 
money and freedom. They have built a good 
relationship with their in-laws and they are living 
peacefully and harmoniously with each other. While 
respondent D having a Conjugal Partnership of 
Gains answered, “It does not affect our marriage as 
we share in all ups and downs. Money was not in any 
manner an issue in any of our arguments. No 
problem in our family. Both parties understand.” 
Where it shows that their settlement with her 
husband doesn’t affect their marriage negatively 
instead positively because they support each other, 
and both of their families understand. As to the 
Complete Separation of Properties, the respondents 
answered variously because опе of them is not ina 
good relationship with her in-laws, as shown by 
Respondent F's answered, “Е will greatly affect the 
marriage negatively; unlike in other kinds of marriage 
settlements, each other cannot interfere on his 
manner of enjoying and disposing of his properties. ”, 
another said positive, “Well, it affects positively, 
especially to our parents.” because their parents 
were the ones who influenced them to enter into a 
marriage settlement and the other one answered 
that, “My family need not know about it.” their family 
does not need to know because it is between her and 
her husband. Nothing else. It makes their marriage 
stronger not having any people know about their 
settlement. Consequently, according to the web 
page of Mortgage Calculator (2011), a pre-nuptial 
agreement can be used to protect family property 
(heirlooms, business shares, real estate, etc), 
ensuring that they stay in the family and do not pass 
to the family of the divorced spouse. Another factor 
might be children from the first family or protecting 
the subsequent rights of the children from the 
previous marriage against the new spouse just like 
in the case of Respondent E. As a whole, family 
affects a marriage, especially in deciding a marriage 
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settlement to determine what the spouses should 
enter into. However, the family doesn’t mean an 
antagonist in every situation or every decision of the 
spouses. 


b. As to Economic Status: 

Money is very important in our daily lives. 
We live by the things we buy, the food that we eat, 
the clothes that we wear, and to do and have what 
we want and desire. In this regard, in a family or 
married couple, it is necessary to be economically 
stable for them to support and for their family needs. 
This research found that each marriage settlement 
has a positive effect on the economic status of 
spouses. In Absolute Community of Properties, the 
respondents answered that “Positive; it is easier to 
budget the expenses and money; it is more 
convenient if joint account rather than having 
settlement because of no interference of each other.” 
Whereas, their marriage settlement affects their 
marriage positively because of the joint decision they 
make in the family and the right of each other to 
share and decide over their money or properties. In 
Conjugal Partnership of Gains, Respondent D 
answered, “Positive for me, because | am the one 
providing for the family needs.” As to the Complete 
Separation of Properties, all of them said that they 
are sharing both for the family expenses and it is 
equally proportioned. They answered that “In 
providing for the family needs, we equally share.”, 
“It’s usually 50-50 but we managed to practice giving 
without counting. After all, our responsibility is to our 
family.” In connection to this, Ramsey (2018) said 
that one of the biggest dividers between couples and 
money is when they have unmet expectations. The 
quickest way to feel unfulfilled and unsatisfied with 
your spouse and financial goals is when you expect 
things to go a certain way only to find out the reality 
is a bit different. Marriage is a partnership. It is the 
right time to stop making these money faults and find 
mutual ground. People marry their spouses for a 
reason and that is love. All of the respondents 
answered that because of the love they feel for each 
other, they chose to be happy with their marriage 
settlements and live their life happily. Therefore, 
marriage settlement sets a monetary decision and it 
builds a foundation for the marriage of spouses. 

c. As to Emotional and Social Aspects: 

Having a pre-nuptial agreement may well 
be the world’s most unromantic document which 
permits a prospective spouse to plan divorce 
(Ryznar & Sporek, 2009). As a result, this study 
shows that in the Absolute Community of Properties, 
it says that there are often disagreements but it 
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doesn't lead to an emotional breakdown or affect the 
respondent as Respondent B said when he asked if 
there are quarrels or misunderstandings between 
them, “Yes, but with conviction to settle them. We are 
complacent.” While in both Conjugal Partnership of 
Gains and Complete Separation of Properties, all of 
the respondents answered “no” to the question 
which asks them if they are open to sharing their 
marriage settlement with others. As to the emotional 
aspect, respondent D shared her struggle when her 
husband was still gambling and she said, “.... Yes, 
when he was still in gambling.” While respondent Е 
shared that, “Yes. Oftentimes because | am the less 
fortunate in life.” In this shows her agony for being 
the one who is economically vulnerable between her 
and her husband which leads to the statement of 
Acosta (2017) that before entering into a prenup, 
couples should assess the emotional and social 
impact it is likely to have and to weigh the costs of 
preparation, execution and most importantly, during 
the celebration of their marriage. In a conclusion, the 
researcher wants to elaborate more on the emotional 
and social effects of having a marriage settlement, 
especially in the Conjugal Partnership of Gains and 
Complete separation of Properties which need a 
deeper kind of decision-making and a wide kind of 
thinking, they should emotionally and socially stable, 
in which way, they can have peace of mind during 
their married relationship. 


CONCLUSION 
The following conclusions were drawn: 


In this study, the determination of the effect 
of Marriage Settlement and its balance between love 
and money lead to understanding the difference 
between the three kinds, knowing the facts behind 
this agreement, and identifying how it definitely 
affects a marriage. Hence, this study also shows that 
there are limited Filipinos who are knowledgeable 
about Marriage Settlements ог Pre-nuptial 
Agreements and who are well-informed that it is not 
only the rich nor the celebrities have the right to 
execute one because as a truth, any future spouses 
can execute this kind of agreement by just having the 
sufficient, relevant and proper information from a 
legit source. 


Loving each other, based оп the 
respondents’ answers, can balance the marriage 
relationship even with a pre-nuptial agreement. 
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Marriage Settlement is just an agreement. The 
decision is only on the spouses if they let their 
marriage settlement destroy their relationship. 


A pre-nuptial agreement is not only for the 
protection of one’s wealth but also a security and for 
a person’s principles in life. Others may say that it is 
very unethical and inappropriate because marrying 
someone is equal to being as one, being joint, and 
not separating or to part ways. It really affects the 
marriage because there is what we called trust, 
respect, and faithfulness which corresponds to the 
foundation of love that should be present in a 
marriage. 


It was also drawn that most spouses having 
pre-nuptial agreements are not confident to disclose 
that they have one because according to them, it is 
not necessary. Marriage is sacred and that is 
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Abstract: 


Violence against women is prevalent not only in the Philippines but also in other countries. It is well 
acknowledged that wounds and pain are endured often not just in physically, but emotionally and psychologically 
as well. The consequences of the abuse experienced by women can be severe and it is important to understand 
their sufferings in physical and/or non-physical forms of abuse. It also affects the mental and psychological 
behavior of a woman who suffered or experienced violence and abuse. A battered woman is a person who’s in a 
relationship with a man and they go through a battering cycle of not less than one. The measurable psychological 
changes that occur after suffering repeated abuse are called battered women syndrome. 


This study sought to determine the life experiences and effects of battered women syndrome in Poblacion, 
Cauayan City, Isabela. This study focused to determine what are the forms of abuse and their life experiences, 
their coping mechanism, and the effects of battered women syndrome using the Qualitative Descriptive Research 
Method. To answer the objectives of this study, the researcher gathered data through face-to-face interviews, with 


a total of seven (7) respondents, and it was transcribed, analyzed, and interpreted by the researcher. 


INTRODUCTION 


Violence against women is a worldwide 
phenomenon. A lot of women reported that they 
experienced violence or abuse, which includes 
battery. However, there are many unreported cases 
but unsolved. Battered woman syndrome is a 
psychological condition that describes a pattern of 
behavior that develops in victims of domestic 
violence as a result of serious long-term abuse. A 
battered woman is defined not only for wives but for 
any person who is in a relationship with men or a 
person who has had sexual intercourse with the 
abuser or a person who is in a dating relationship and 
they go through a battering cycle not less than one 
(Walker L. , 1979). 

Many Filipino women experienced violence 
and abuse by their partners. Filipino women are 
controlled by their husbands which is concluded that 
women are expected 


METHODOLOGY 


Research Design 

This study is Qualitative Research. This 
method was used to present a descriptive and 
exploratory of a group of persons or individuals who 
experienced and experienced abuse and violence by 
their husband or partner which resulted in a battered 
women syndrome. 


to be submissive to their husbands. 
Similarly, wife beating has the intent of controlling 
their wife through fear, threat, and pain (Fischbach & 
Herbert, 1997). 

Men repeatedly abuse women because of 

their silence and choose to keep it to themselves 
which allows their partner to continue the violence 
against them. 
This study is conducted to know the deeper effects 
of battered women syndrome on the respondents 
and their life experiences during and/or after the 
abuse. Upon knowing the effects of battered women 
syndrome, it will give them ideas on how they will 
survive to that abuse or as their coping mechanism 
or strategy. And it will also give the things that can 
empower women’s rights against violence. 

Moreover, this study will be a basis for the 
legislature in enhancing the laws on Anti-violence 
against women. In this study, it focuses on two topics 
where the life experiences of a battered woman and 
the effect of battered women syndrome. 


It is aptly appropriate qualitative 
methodology in determining the situation of women 
who reported to the Barangay of District |, District Il, 
District Ill and San Fermin through their procedure 
on their case. 


Respondents of the Study 

The respondents or participants of this 
study are women who suffered violence and abuse 
resulting from Battered Women Syndrome or 
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battered women who answered, responded, or 
replied to the interview. 


Research Instrument 

This study used a semi-structured interview 
guide with open-ended questions that were created 
using appropriate questions modified from related 
research and individual questions formed by the 
researcher and was validated by the adviser. 
Questions are drafted based on the Statement of the 
Problem of this Research. Follow-up questions were 
asked during the interview. 


Data Gathering Procedure 

This research was conducted through a 
face-to-face interview. The researcher relied on the 
participants’ perspective on responding to the 
questions being asked and shall ensure the accuracy 
of all data gathered and used in the research and 
cited all sources and data included in this study. The 
researcher assured that the interview was conducted 
at a certain time so as not to disturb the respondents. 

The researcher used the Interview guide as 
a lead for the interview. After the completion of the 
interview, the gathered data were analyzed and 
interpreted by the researcher. The researcher first 
asked for the consent of the respondents to 
participate in this study. 

The researcher informed the respondents 
of the nature and purpose of this study and shall 
respect the anonymity and confidentiality of the data 
given, and shall protect the subject’s identity. By 
conducting this study, the researcher ensured that 
others who have contributed to the work must be 
notified by the researcher of the result of this study. 
Also, after conducting this study, the researcher shall 
give proper credit and acknowledgment to the 
respondents. 


Data Analysis Procedure 

After the completion of the interview and the 
questionnaires were transcribed, the researcher 
used in identifying the qualitative data pattern or 
‘themes’ which is the scrutiny-based technique. This 
method is the compare and contrast method, where 
a theme represents a way in which texts are similar 
or different from each other. Afterward, the 
researcher used the Grounded Theory in analyzing 
the data gathered. This refers to qualitative methods 
or data to explain why a certain phenomenon 
happened. 

In this study, the researcher compared the 
data gathered, analyzed, and interpreted these in a 
way that can identify what are the forms of abuse that 
the respondents of this study experienced. Their life 
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experiences, coping mechanisms, or strategies for 
surviving Battered Women Syndrome and its effects 
on them. It is not only based on the respondents’ 
answers but also on the facts they shared and on the 
phenomena we are having in our society and 
country. Lastly, the researcher, by all means, 
answered and determined all the objectives of this 
study. 


RESULT AND DISCUSSION 


This chapter includes the presentation, 
interpretation, and analysis of the data gathered by 
the researcher as the result and findings of this 
study. This study analyzes and determines the life 
experiences and effects of battered women 
syndrome. The results and findings of this study will 
also either affirm or negate the results of the related 
studies herein. 


I. Forms or types of Abuse 
A. Physical Abuse 

There is physical abuse when the 
perpetrator committed an intentional act that caused 
injury and trauma to the victim. It is a form of violence 
where men intended to use their power directed 
against their partner. It also has different terms such 
as battering, violence, and physical aggression. 

Data shows that women tend to experience 
physical abuse. The respondents answered that their 
abusive partner hit, kick, or use any objects to 
perpetrate the abusive act to them. Some of the 
respondents added that their partner hurt them 
because they were drunk and that their partner is 
having an affair. Also, there are large impacts on the 
respondents where they choose to avoid 
developments in themselves. According to Lobmann 
et al (2003) that violence against women includes 
aggressive acts that cause physical pain to the victim 
and can also include severe acts that lead to injury 
and/or death. 

Therefore, the research revealed that 
women may experience any form of abuse and does 
not only focus on physical abuse. Explanations for 
women who experience violence are complex and 
multifaceted. 

B. Economical Abuse 

Economic abuse is included and it is the 
most common way where the abuser tries to control 
their partners through money. Women, in this case, 
experienced economic abuse where their partner 
commit and aggressive behavior when they didn't 
receive money from their victim and will threaten 
them that they will abandon them and will not give 
them any financial support. As respondents A, B, D, 
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and Е answered, “He hurt me when I have по money 
to give, and when | gave him the money, he will 
spend it on his habits.” Respondent A added that her 
husband threatened her that he will abandon them 
and will not give her financial support 

The abuser intended to use the money of 
their victim for gambling, drinking liquor, and 
additional support for their mistress. But some 
women still depend on their husbands even though 
there are insufficiencies. This dependency gave 
another way where the abuser used his power and 
to humiliate and control his victim. (Strube & 
Barbour, 1983). 


C. Emotional/Psychological Abuse 

Emotional and psychological abuse is the 
usual form of abuse where women experienced this 
because of their abusive partner and its damage to 
women’s behavior is unquestionable, undermining a 
woman’s sense of worth and independence. 
Women’s abilities also decreased in terms of caring 
for and providing for their children and participating 
in work and other activities. 


D. Sexual Abuse 

Sexual abuse is included in battered 
women syndrome. It is defined as an act of violence 
where sex is the instrument or weapon of the abuser 
against his victim, manifesting itself in a variety of 
modes from demanding sexual affection to rape. The 
participants of this study revealed that they've been 
forced by their partner when they don’t want to have 
sexual intercourse with them, or they’re not in the 
mood to have sex with their partner, and that, their 
partner hurt them physically and made an 
uncomfortable thing. 

Both physical violence and sexual abuse 
can occur just once or at random times and may 
happen often in a relationship. However, they can 
also be chronic and can occur repetitively, escalating 
in frequency and severity over time (Dutton et al., 
2005). Respondent D concede that her husband 
intentionally caused pain to her genital, while some 
of the other respondents experienced physical abuse 
during the sexual intercourse. This shows that 
women who suffered sexual abuse by their partner 
may also affect their trust in other people, loss of 
control, and fear about something. 

It also explains that women may suffer from 
a malfunction in their reproductive health. This 
reveals that this kind of abuse may cause women’s 
mental health such as depression, eating disorders, 
self-harm, and post-traumatic disorder. 


ll. Life Experiences of Battered Women 
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Women tend to experience depression, 
anxiety, and pessimism. It lowered the self-esteem 
and confidence of a person specifically in decision 
making. As the answer of the respondents ‘It 
affected my emotional and psychological behavior. It 
also affects my mindset. | became paranoid about 
his every move. | lost my confidence and | deprived 
myself of doing my leisure activities” И also brought 
uncertainty and fear to the victim. As cited by 
Cascandi and О\еагу (1992) that the impact of 
depression results to fear in their daily living, and 
afraid to decide for their family. Parenting is also 
affected. This is consistent with the findings of 
Holden and Ritchie (1991) that the experience of 
violence and receiving harsh words affect women’s 
parenting behavior. In response, the harsh words of 
an abusive partner have a large impact on his victim. 
This affects her mental capacity which may cause 
unexpected behaviour and attitude. Emotional and 
psychological abuse is lowering the self-esteem of 
the victims and they are afraid to make decisions 
without their partners’ authority. 


Women keep the violence to themselves because 
they are afraid to ask for the help of which, they are 
afraid to report or file a case with the police. Several 
factors trigger the abuser to do violent acts. First, 
jealousy is the most common source of conflict 
between married couples. Respondent E answered 

According to Makepeace (1981), jealousy 

was often cited by the subjects as the main source 
of conflict that led to the aggressive behavior of the 
batterer. Second, the influence of alcohol or drugs 
participants admitted that it is also a factor that 
triggers violence. The study entitled “Attitudes 
towards domestic violence: A cultural perspective. 
Journal of Interpersonal Violence” supported the 
statements of the respondents that their partners 
usually hurt them when they are drunk. 
It added that her partner committed aggressive 
behavior because of her attitude and when they don't 
understand each other. Respondent B answered ‘It 
is because he was drunk every night when he went 
home апа had an affair. He thought that I’m flirting 
with other guys which is not true. | never tried to flirt 
or to communicate with other guys.” 

Jealousy and the use of alcohol were 

concluded to be associated with mistrust that will 
cause abuse to the respondents. 
It also added that being unable to understand each 
other will also cause violence and abuse. Aside from 
violence and abuse, they also receive threats that 
may affect their mental behavior. Respondent A 
added “There is a death threat. He said that he will 
kill me and my son and he will burn us both.” 
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They felt to themselves that they will be in 
danger all the time, during or after the abuse, and 
were thinking about murdering their abusive partner 
because they felt that there is no other options to 
avoid the violence that they may suffer again 
(Schuller et al. 2004). 


Ill. Coping Mechanism or strategies for surviving 
Battered Women Syndrome 

Coping mechanism or strategies is defined 
and conceptualized as a multidimensional and 
Ongoing process of a woman to perceive stress, 
which includes cognitive and behavioral efforts. 

Folkman and Lazarus identified eight ways 
of coping namely: confrontive coping, distancing, 
self-controlling, seeking social support, accepting 
responsibility, escape-avoidance, planful problem- 
solving, and positive reappraisal. Women usually 
use seeking social support, planful problem-solving, 
and accepting responsibility when they spend time 
with their family and friends. All respondents 
answered that they use their family, friends, and their 
faith to cope with the violence that they experience. 

This is consistent with the findings of 
Romero (2008) that they coped with the abuses by 
going to their family and friends for help. Attending a 
seminar is included in the answers of the 
respondents. 


Ill. Effects of a Battered Women Syndrome 

Violence and abuse may affect the behavior 
and attitude of the victim and they become 
depressed, defeated, and passive, she believes that 
she is incapable of leaving their abuser. This may 
also take them to their silence about their 
experiences that may cause traumatic stress or 
Battered Woman Syndrome. Their silence affects 
their psychological and emotional behavior. 

It shows that all of the respondents feel 
unsafe and lost their confidence in decision-making, 
affected their daily routine and are not comfortable 
with the things that they were doing and also trusting 
others. According to Janof-Bulman, (1985), abuse 
and violence can damage a woman’s ability to trust 
in herself and/or others. Others state that they 
became irritable, unable to control its emotion, and 
had a lot of changes in themselves. 

Battered women syndrome has a large 
impact on the respondents, some of them felt shame, 
anger, and fear. This statement supports the findings 
of Walker (1991) that many battered women suffer 
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from that kind of feeling, she argues that battered 
women may suffer from battered women syndrome. 


CONCLUSION 

The following conclusion was drawn: 

All respondents who participated in the 
interview are victims of different forms of abuse such 
as physical abuse, economic abuse, emotional or 
psychological abuse, and sexual abuse that affected 
their behavior. Explanations for women, abuse are 
complex and multifaceted. Abuse has effects on 
women’s emotional and psychological behavior, 
perception of self and her view of the world, sense of 
well-being, and interpersonal relationships. 

The influence of alcohol, having a mistress, 
jealousy, and misunderstanding may cause a fight 
that may trigger the perpetration of violence. It was 
concluded that physical, sexual and emotional, or 
psychological abuse is the most common type of 
violence that the victims experience. 

It was also drawn that wanting to quit or 
leave their relationship can also trigger a fight or 
abuse. Also, the abuser threatened their partner if 
they ask for help from other people and when they 
saw their partner with another man. Some of them 
were also deprived to engage in any legitimate 
profession or activities. Most of the victims have the 
same coping strategies where they used their family 
and friends to come up with the violence that they 
have experienced and they used them to control their 
selves to overcome the fear and anger. 

They also used the coping strategies 
named by two researchers, these are seeking social 
support, planful problem solving, accepting 
responsibility, and self-controlling. It was found out 
that those women who experienced such violence 
perpetrated by their partners intended to be paranoid 
which may cause them to lose their psychological 
behavior, it can damage a woman’s ability to trust 
herself and others. Pessimism, anxiety, and 
depression are also added by the respondents. 

Furthermore, they feel unsafe but failed to 
leave the relationship and pretend that there is no 
problem between them. 

Therefore, women who suffered violence or 
abuse may cause negative behavior, a negative 
perception of themselves and the world, and 
alterations to one’s expression of emotion. 

Thus, the most frightened and helpless 
woman feels, the higher the likelihood that she may 
be psychologically traumatized. 
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Abstract 


It is probably true to say that most learners of a foreign or second language fail to achieve their aim of 
native-speaker-like proficiency due to an inability to permanently correct persistent errors. This condition has 
become known as fossilization. That led the researcher to study and investigate Fossilization in Second Language 
Learning of AB-English students from Isabela State University Cauayan City, Campus. 


This research first obtained errors in the outputs from their Creative Writing Class. For these errors to be 
determined as fossilized errors, a grammar test was also given to the same class as a form of triangulation. 
Furthermore, the participants were also interviewed about their learning strategies for second language acquisition 
and their coping strategies. The errors are then classified based on Selinker’s division of the different kinds of 
fossilization. 


Fossilization in Second Language Acquisition is complex. An important strength of this study, therefore, 
is its qualitative-employing multiple case study approach, which is appropriate for complex and vague phenomena 
such as fossilization. The qualitative-descriptive approach enabled the researcher to find not only what they had 
suspected beforehand, but to reveal several new aspects of Fossilization in Second Language Acquisition, which 


the other researchers had not been aware of before. 


KEYWORDS: Fossilization, Interlanguage, Second Language, Grammar, Language transfer 


INTRODUCTION 


When we say fossilization, what comes to mind 
will always be trilobites and tyrannosauruses. In 
language learning, however, fossilization can also occur. 
Ally Chevalier stated that Language fossilization refers 
to the process of learning a second language in which 
the student has more and more difficulty furthering his 
fluency in the language, until eventually, the student can 
learn no more. According to Larry Selinker, fossilization 
refers to the process in which incorrect language 
becomes a habit and cannot be easily corrected. 


Furthermore, gathering and examining 
samples of fossilization are emerging research that 
aimed to explain and search for remedies to the 
widespread phenomena. Hence, the researcher didn’t 
idle away time when the phenomena were observed in 
their college. The researcher gathered samples from 


5 written outputs of each participant and after 
collecting, they were categorized and analyzed. A 
grammar test and interview regarding their learning 
strategies were administered after the collection of 


fossilized samples to support data and also to interpret 
the factors that contribute to their language fossilization. 
Through this research, the fossilized second language 
learner will be fully aware of the phenomena that would 
help them to improve themselves. According to Bill 
Lauritzen (2014) from Xiamen University, awareness 
could be the cure. In addition, it would also benefit the 
students and teachers of the field for a developed way 
of learning and teaching. 


Generally, the study aims to describe the 
occurring fossilization of the Second Language Learning 
of students of Bachelor of Arts English Major of ISU-CC. 
Specifically, it seeks to do the following: (1). To identify 
the different instances of fossilization among the 
respondents, (2). To provide implications regarding the 
observed fossilization, and (3). To determine the factors 
that contribute to fossilization. 


METHODOLOGY 


Qualitative-employing multiple case study 
method design was used in the study. This study used a 
Qualitative Research Method wherein, the study aims to 
prove that there is language fossilization in the second 
language, to determine the factors of fossilization and 
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determine the learning and coping strategies among 
Bachelor of Arts English Majors in Isabela State 
University Cauayan Campus. Furthermore, the 
researchers instrument іп gathering data is 
Observation, Grammar tests, and an Interview that 
makes it a multiple case study for the reason that it 
includes 3 observations of the same phenomena. To 
measure the level of English language competency of 
the respondents, the researcher collected their paper 
works from their writing class, and together with that, the 
researcher administered a grammar test adapted from 
TESLAph with answer keys that supports the validity and 
stability of the data. Besides the observation, the 
researcher also conducted an interview only with those 
who failed to pass the grammar test participants from the 
two tests observations. The questions are designed to 
collect and gather information from English Language 
Speakers regarding their perceptions, thoughts, and 
responses on the Language on the Fossilization of their 
Second Language Learning. Their answers were then 
coded into different themes which also formed part and 
complemented the data. These tools were used to 
gather all necessary and specific details and information 
throughout the study. The self-made interview guide was 
developed by the researcher. The discussion consists of 
15 questions. Ten questions regarding the different 
factors causing Fossilization in Second Language 
Learning, five questions regarding their learning 
strategies for second language acquisition, and their 
coping strategies. 


RESULTS and DISCUSSION 
A. TYPES OF FOSSILIZATION 


PRAGMATIC FOSSILIZATION 


They need to make has like to cook 


| want to hard with you for your suffering and 
sacrifice 


We have nothing to regret and also to industrious 


Best in serving you always as you can 


This is not a good deserve for me 


| want to live you in your heart forever 


(There are 6 Pragmatic Fossilization found) 


Pragmatic deviance is also termed “pragmatic 
failure” by Thomas (1983). In her view, pragmatic failure 
takes place in cross-cultural communication and refers 
to the “inability to understand what is meant by what is 
said,” where inappropriate language uses results in 
misunderstanding, embarrassment, and even insult. 


For example, in the sentence “ want to hard 
with you for your suffer and sacrifice” because this was 
taken from the participants curriculum vitae, the 
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participant might have wanted to say “I want to work hard 
for you even if | might suffer and make a sacrifice.” But 
because the participant can’t understand what he was 
saying, he barely came up with a clear statement. 


SEMANTIC FOSSILIZATION 


There are many looking glasses like when you're 
wearing something 


Smile there, smile here мете desame 


In the night | wish | could be the star the night 
becoming tar 


The day | Baptist as a Christian 


The little home was ruined as much as one’s life 
search 


| don’t even know if that reason why she’s acting like 
we have dept 


(There are 30 Semantic Fossilization found) 


Second is the Semantic Fossilization which 
refers to the use of language forms that might exist in L1 
but do not represent the meanings in L2 and also the 
misuse of words that sounds alike but differs in the 
meaning. 


For example, the sentence “The day | Baptist 
as a Christian,” wherein the participant used Baptist 
which means “a person who baptizes someone” where 
the participant should have used the word “Baptized.” 


Another example is the sentence “Little home 
was ruined as much as one’s life search” where the 
participant used a literal word translation of “Hanap 
buhay,” Hanap means to search and Buhay means life. 
Where the participant could use word variations like 
Work, Business, Trade, or Occupation. 


MORPHOLOGICAL FOSSILIZATION 


| wish | am tranquility 


To succeed, we want to be 


| wish | will be the one who speaks to anyone 


| wish | could lighten your dark side 


To be your fire on the loneliness night 


You are luckily like the almighty 


(There are 11 Morphological Fossilization 
found) 


Third is Morphological Fossilization, wherein 
the misuse of the other forms of the word takes place. 


For example, the word succeeds in the 
sentence “to succeed, we want to be.” The sentence 
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included the word “want” which meant to say Ше 
participant has a desire to possess or do something. And 
because of that, the participant should have used the 
word “successful” which is an adjective, a word, or a 
phrase naming an attribute instead of using a verb that 
is used to describe a state. 


Other examples are the sentences “I wish | could lighten 
your darkness side” and “To be your fire on the 
loneliness night” and those words he used have 
collocations. Collocation refers to a group of two or more 
words that usually go together, and the strong 
collocations of the words are “dark side” and “lonely 
night.” 


SYNTACTIC FOSSILIZATION 


Looking at you reminds the memorable events and 
achievements that are unforgettable 


What you'll до to save it, for your future life 


To send people as his instrument for me to cope 
and to be cured of illness have 


| wish І can read people's mind 


So that lm not gonna left behind (3x) 


| want to be a good model for other 


(There are 370 Syntactic Fossilization found) 


Last but most typical one, Syntactic Fossilization. Since 
different languages have their own syntactic rules where 
a non-native speaker does not observe tense 
differentiation, whereas English has present tense and 
past tense in general that can be further divided into 
sixteen categories. Not only that but also the confusing 
words and the subject-verb agreement. 


IMPLICATIONS 


The first part of the data gathering was successful 
for the reason that the transcribed data from the archival 
shown above revealed that the four instances of 
fossilization exist in the target participants. Originally 
there are five according to Selinker, but since the data 
gathered was only from their written outputs, therefore 
Phonological Fossilization was excluded. 


The dominant error that occurred in the four 
different archived papers is Syntactic fossilization, 
which is the tenses, subject-verb agreement, and 
confusing words. Given that the different languages 
have their own syntactic rules, where a non-native 
speaker does not observe the syntactic differentiation 
whereas English has more complicated rules than the 
Filipino language has. 

This explains 
Interlanguage stops 


statement that 
from developing. 


Selinker’s 
the 12 


SUKISOK, Volume 1 Issue 1 (2021) 


Interlanguage is one of the main reasons why L2 
fossilization exists. 


In other words, the first language interferes with the 
second language acquisition. Learners of a second 
language tend to transfer the forms, meaning, and 
culture of their L1 to the foreign language and culture 
when attempting to speak the language. 


The concept of interlanguage is described as a 
“metaphorical halfway house” between the native 
language and the language being learned, where the 
first language provides building blocks with additions 
from the second language, producing forms that are 
neither fully L1 nor fully L2, according to Han (2009). 
When viewed in the context of the continuing growth of 
English as a world language, the areas where 
developmental and interlanguage usage differences 
appear to be identical among monolingual and bilingual 
speakers and writers may suggest future linguistic shifts. 
They may forecast ways in which, over time, simplified 
structures and varied usage patterns will come to be 
seen as standard, or as stylistic variants. For example, 
frequent omission of the -ед suffix on simple past tense 
verbs with regular conjugations, particularly when an 
adverb of time makes clear that an event occurred 
previously. Eventually, the past tense suffix might 
disappear in favor of using context to indicate the time 
frame involved, as some other languages do. An 
example of that is the sentence “Let’s Clap” which 
indicates an event that is going to occur. In Filipino, it’s 
going to be “Pumalakpak tayo” but if you will turn the 
sentence into an event that has occurred previously, it 
will be “Pumalakpak sila” in English “They clapped.” But 
notice that both of the Filipino sentences, whether it may 
be present tense or past tense both sentence used the 
word “pumalakpak.” 


On the archival, participant BDL made a syntactic 
error by saying “Coins are important to everyone,” the 
participant didn’t add “s” for it to be in a plural form, 
where he used a linking verb “are.” To find an 
explanation of why that error has occurred is to have a 
language comparison between English and Filipino. 
First, in English, Plurals are made by adding “s” or “es” 
while in Filipino syntax, the plural word is preceded by 
“mga’i.e“mga mansanas” means “apples” and “the 
child” would be “ang bata’; “the children” would be 
“ang mga bata.” Similar to “mga barya” which means 
“the coins” and “the coin” to “ang barya.” The second 
comparison is that English has linking verbs like am, is, 
are, was, and were. While in Filipino, there is no auxiliary 
or linking verb. Being confused with two different 
syntaxes, it was difficult for them when and where to use 
a plural form in a sentence and how to identify the right 
usage of linking verbs. Another syntax difference is that 
in English, nouns do not require an article. While in 
Filipino, all nouns require an article. An example of this 
error is participant MLR’s sentence: “They are being like 
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а carabao,” the sentence didn’t need a linking verb. 
Instead of using L2’s syntax, he shifted to his L1’s syntax 
and used an unnecessary linking verb for the plural 
noun. 


Another contrast is that in English, words are not 
always pronounced the same way it is spelled. While in 
the Philippines, we say “kung ano ang sulat, siya ang 
basa” which is a Spelling-Pronunciation Association. 
Filipino is a highly phonetic language, where most words 
are spelled like how they sound. For example, 
participant BLJF’s “Smile there, smile here мете 
desame’” instead of saying “the same.” Or participant 
CKB’s “The toppings are good to see, even the soap is 
yummy,” clearly he’s trying to say that the “soup is 
yummy.” Also participant BGC’s: “I would choose to sing 
whenever you want because singing is my fashion,” “I 
experienced eating cook rise with asin and manuka and 
make the coffee as saw,” and “Facebook likers and 
readers.” They would spell out or use words that sound 
alike to what they wanted to say. Because of English’s 
non-associated spelling with its pronunciation, it made it 
more challenging for Filipinos to cope with how to spell 
complicated words. 

The last comparison, but the most crucial one is that 
English has present, past, and future tense and there are 
several different forms of these tense. While in Filipino, 
almost all verbs are regular tense. Mostly the errors from 
the archived data are all syntactic, which focuses on the 
tenses and the way words are put together to form 
constituents. For example, in participant ACA’s “Why 
that day every one or other family enjoying the noche 
Buena night while my family suffering that kind of 
situation” obviously there is an omission of the word “is” 
which is a 3rd person singular present indicative of be 
and you would also notice an omission of the word “in” 
which is a preposition. But focusing on the tense, he 
used the word “enjoying” where it should be “enjoys” 
because it is an event that occurred previously. 


Therefore, the data support the statement of 
Selinker that the first language hinders the second 
language to progress. 

A. SYNTACTIC ERRORS 

The result of the grammar test supports the result of 
the collected error samples, that the dominant type of 
fossilization is syntactic, which is focused on how words 
are put together to create phrases and sentences or in 
other words grammar. 


ASPECT RIGHT WRONG 
1. Subject-Verb 389 349 
Agreement 
2. Tenses 201 243 
a. Simple Present 49 41 
versus Present 
Continuous 
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b. Simple Past versus 28 79 
Раз! Рейес! 
с. Simple Past versus 83 96 


Present Perfect 


d. Future Tense 41 68 


3. Confusing Words 298 179 


Simple Past versus Past Perfect, Simple раз! versus 
Present Perfect, and Future tense got the most wrong 
answers. 


The simple past tense sometimes called the preterite, is 
used to talk about a completed action in a time before 
now. Compared to the PAST PERFECT TENSE 
indicates that an action was completed (finished or 
"perfected") at some point in the past before something 
else happened. This tense is formed with the past tense 
form of "to have" (HAD) plus the past participle of the 
verb (which can be either regular or irregular in form). 


The simple pastis the basic form of past tense in 
English. The time of the action can be in the 
recent pastor the distant past. Compared to 
the PRESENT PERFECT TENSE that is formed with 
a present tense form of "to have" plus the past participle 
of the verb (which can be either regular or irregular in 
form). 


In grammar, a future tense is a verb form that generally 
marks the event described by the verb as not having 
happened yet, but expected to happen in the future. 


B. CONTRIBUTORY 
FOSSILIZATION 


FACTORS OF 


1. Unawareness 

The participants don’t see that they need a lot of 
improvements to their second language. Participant 2 
answered “Yes | am confident” when he was asked if he 
was confident with his English skills. He also stated, “My 
intelligence in the English language is 7 out of 10.” Also, 
participants 3 and 4 rated themselves 7 out of 10. 
Participant 3 boasted “Maybe 7 out of 10 because | only 
lack in vocabulary.” 

The participants are still far below the average level, 
yet they have rated themselves almost close to ten out 
of ten. They all seemed proud and satisfied with their 12; 
hence, they are also unaware that their L2 is fossilized. 

Second Language Fossilization needs 
Consciousness Raising before it’s corrected. Paul 
Butler-Tanaka even made a dissertation focused on the 
thoughts that Fossilization could be a chronic condition 
or conscious-raising could be the possible cure. He 
stated that due to the unawareness, there’s a possibility 
of being unable to permanently correct persistent errors. 
But according to Bill Lauritzen (2014) from Xiamen 
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University, awareness could be the cure. The only thing 
to do is to make the person aware of this, so he can then 
set up a new (correct) competing network. “By frequently 
making the person say it wrong, try to say it right, say it 
wrong, try to say it right, back and forth a few times. This 
helps him to become aware of the network he has set up 
and teaches him to distinguish between the old neuronal 
network and the new neuronal network. For example, a 
person (in China) is pronouncing "bin' like "bean." So you 
write on a piece of paper both words and have him say 
both, demonstrating the difference (Lauritzen, 2014).” 

2. Attention to detail 

Some listen to the discussions, but they listen not to 
learn the language, but to remember details from the 
discussion to “pass” the subject on the other hand, some 
of them might have just mistaken “hearing” for listening. 


When Participant 4 was asked about his attitude 
towards English class discussions, he answered 
“Sometimes | listen because it’s a must. But most of the 
time I'm just hearing what the professor is saying.” “Most 
of the time, І couldn't understand anything” Participant 3 
explained. 


According to Xueping Wei, “successful language 
learning involves attention (2008).” The reason why 
there’s no input is that there’s nothing absorbed by the 
learner. 


3. Peer Teaching 

All the participants answered the questions “How do 
you do to assess yourself’ and “What do you do to 
improve?” by saying that they always ask for their 
friend’s help and feedback, but not their teachers or 
others that could’ve helped them even more. 


When Participant 1 was asked if he consults his 
teacher, he answered “/ don’t.” Participant 2 answered “/ 
ask my friends for feedback, especially when writing 
essays, when I’m unsure of the words or the grammar” 
when he was asked how he assesses himself. Also, 
participant 3 answered almost the same statement with 
honesty saying “ try to asses myself, but | don’t ask a 
teacher's advice. | don't try to ask or even try to recite 
because I’m afraid that my grammar might be wrong. | 
only ask for my classmate’s help.” 


Understandably, students feel more comfortable 
and open when interacting with a peer, since students 
share а similar discourse, allowing for greater 
understanding. But that should be possible if they 
weren't asking for help from a person who also needs 
help. Since most of them in their class have their L2 
fossilized; particularly in the Syntactic area, asking for 
each other's feedback would mean a spread of fossilized 
errors. Having this peer teaching habit whilst all of them 
have a lot of improving to do would only worsen the state 
of their target language. 


4. Anxiety 
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All of them are afraid to use the language for the 
reason that they might be criticized, just like Participant 
25 answer “Yes, because | don’t want to be criticized.” 
Also when Participant 3 was asked if he was afraid to 
use the language, he answered “Most of the time | am, 
because I’m afraid that | might be wrong.” 


And because of that, they barely practice 
themselves to speak the language. 


Astudy by Elaine, Horwitz, and Cope (1986) 
concluded that “teachers and students generally feel 
strongly that anxiety is a major obstacle to be overcome 
in learning to speak another language.” 


Students reported to have felt “apprehension, 
worry, even dread” and also having “difficulty 
concentrating, become forgetful and have palpitations.” 


The researchers found that anxiety develops mainly 
in ФА performance inthe classroom. These 
“performance anxieties” ае communication 
apprehension, test anxiety,and fear of negative 
evaluation. In other words, the affective alter rises and 
motivation decreases affecting self-confidence: 
“The language learner's self-esteem is vulnerable to the 
awareness that the range of communicative choices and 
authenticity is restricted” (Elaine, Horwitz, and Cope, 
1986).” 


Anxiety increases the affective filter, decreases self- 
confidence and risk-taking, and reduces motivation, 
which negatively influences ће learning 
process. Since precious learning opportunities are 
missed inside and outside the classroom to avoid 
anxiety, fossilization and failure in SLA may occur more 
frequently. 


5. Practicality 

When Participant 1 was asked if learning English 
was his choice and why, he answered “Yes, because we 
need it when we apply for a job.” Participant 2 also 
answered with the same point that it is for job 
opportunities, saying “I’m learning English because it’s 
important, І can use it to apply for a job.” Hence, they are 
learning the language for career purposes, not to acquire 
the language of their own will, only because of the 
opportunities it might offer them. 


Learning the target language became an obligatory 
task for them for the reason that it is used in almost every 
job that’s offered. 


In the study Mitra Alizadeh’s “The Impact of 
Motivation on English Language Learning,” she 
indicated that motivation has a very important role in 
learning English as a foreign or second language 
successfully. 


Motivation is a key factor in explaining the success 
or failure of any difficulty. We know that success in a 
task is because someone is motivated. Given the fact 
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that the participants aren't fully motivated, they are 
expected to experience more difficulty throughout the 
learning of the target language. 


On the other hand, the participants are а! Filipino 
citizens, and they were asked if they have tried to 
converse with others using English or perhaps to talk to 
a native speaker of the English language and they all 
answered “no” they haven't, meaning to say that they 
haven't practiced or used the English language in the 
real world situation. 


In Xueping Wei’s Implication of IL Fossilization in 
Second Language Acquisition, he proposed some 
suggestions for foreign students to understand the 
phenomenon, where he said that Exposure to the Target 
Language and Target Language’s culture would reduce 
fossilization. 


He proposed that natural exposure to the target 
language is a factor that promotes L2 learning and 
therefore helps learners overcome fossilization. One 
way to expose learners to the natural target language is 
by allowing them to stay for some time in their native 
environment abroad. While this is not possible for the 
majority of L2 learners, they need to seek exposure to 
the target language and the target language culture in 
other ways. 


6. Slow Progress of Target Language 

The participants are all in their early 20s and 
started studying the English language at an early 
age. Meaning to say that the less or more than 15 
years they have been learning English, they should 
have acquired their target language already. 


But based on the samples of errors in their 
written outputs and grammar test, their level of 
proficiency wouldn't match someone learning 
English for more than 15 years. 


The existing errors on their written papers are 
errors from basic syntactic rules that are learned 
and acquired during Elementary education. 


Xueping Wei called this Language competence 
fossilization which refers to the plateau in the 
development of L2 learners’ phonological, 
grammatical, lexical, and pragmatic competence. 


7. Lack of Functionality 
When Participant 1 was asked if he studies English 
оп his own, he answered “Мо, just in class.” 


Participants 2 and 3 answered that they seldom 
learn on their own, “Yes | do but because it is more 
difficult to know if my knowledge is really growing or #5 
just going in the circle because there’s no one to correct 
me. While in the classroom, there are more test 
measurements to see my progress.” Participant 2 
explained. They don’t try to study English on their own; 
they’re contented with just the classroom set-up 
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learning. When they were asked where and how they 
use the English language, most of their answers were “in 


reciting”; “in essay writing”, and those were only done in 
school. 


They should find as many ways as they can to use 
English. It is like Metacognition, a "cognition about 
cognition", "thinking about thinking", "knowing about 
knowing", becoming "aware of one's awareness" and 
higher-order thinking skills. 


There are many ways to use the English language, 
the learners shouldn't box themselves and they should 
go beyond. 


8. Rote memorization 

“Yes, but only memorization of keywords. 
Participant 1 answered when they were asked if they 
have learning techniques. Participant 3 also stated, “1 
often scan through my dictionary, because my teacher 
told me before that at least | should memorize two new 
words a day.” 


» 


They are confined to а limited learning strategy for 
the reason that they use memorization as their main 
learning strategy in the English language. Where in the 
process of learning a second language, fossilization is 
caused by the incorrect application of learning 
strategies, what more if there’s only a limited learning 
strategy? Having a learning strategy is to help second 
language students become more aware of how 
they learn most effectively, ways in which 
they can enhance their comprehension and production 
of the targetlanguage and ways in which 
they can continue learning after leaving the classroom. 


CONCLUSIONS 


It is found that students have Pragmatic, 
Semantic, Morphological, and Syntactic fossilization. 
The data gathered for the principal premise supports 
Selinker’s statement that Interlanguage stops Ше 12 
from developing. This led the researcher to his second 
hypothesis, which is the difference between the English 
and Filipino language. 


As for the main premise, the researcher 
perceived eight different factors from the participants 
that contribute to fossilization which are: Unawareness, 
Attention to detail, Peer teaching, Anxiety, Practicality, 
Slow Progress of TL, and Lack of Functionality; meaning 
to say, those factors that are perceived supports the 
researcher's statement that their Second language 
learning is fossilized. 


The error samples that are found in the first and 
second observations aren't just errors but fossilizations. 
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Abstract 


The purpose of this research was focused on the sociolinguistic Analysis of the usage of language in the linguistic 
landscape of Centro Cauayan City Isabela. Qualitative descriptive design was obtained to thoroughly analyze the 
usage of languages, the functions, bilingual or translated text, and authorship of signage. Photos of all the present 
signage in the area were the gathered data of this study. This study concludes that the usage of language in the 
linguistic landscape of Cauayan City does not merely depend on the language policy. The usage of language is 
also based according to the function of the signs and the intended sign-readers. Considering that the sample area 
is one of the trade centers of the city, the linguistic landscape of the city reflects its centrality features through the 


observable formal usage of language in most of the signs. 


INTRODUCTION 


Walk around the city, drive along the 
streets, shop inside the market and malls, sit and 
relax in the park and noticed that signages are 
everywhere. It is impossible to find a certain place 
without any signage. Signage may contain symbols 
and written language. Signage has its common 
purposes; these are to promote, identify, provide 
information, give directions, or raise safety 
awareness. Signages are essential in a certain 
place. It is usual to spot more than 100 signs around 
the City. However, in the linguistic landscape, it is not 
only the number of signage that is being counted, it 
is the number of languages that is visible in the 
signage. 


Thus, this study focuses оп the 
sociolinguistic analysis of the usage of languages in 
the linguistic landscape of Centro Cauayan City. 
Cauayan City is a fast-growing rural industrial center 
centrally located in the province of Isabela. The city 
is boarded by seven neighboring towns which makes 
it an important economic center of the province. In 
terms of the languages that are being used in the 
city, Gaddang is the native language that is 
dominantly spoken by the settlers, especially in 
some parts of the City’s forest, eastern and western 
regions. While in Poblacion areas, Ilocano with a 
mixture of Tagalog, Ybanag, and English is spoken. 
English and Tagalog are the languages used in 
schools and business offices. 


This study explores the linguistic landscape 
of the area using sociolinguistic analysis of the usage 
of languages, the functions and the bilingual and 
translated text, and the authorship of signage. 


METHODOLOGY 


A qualitative descriptive research design 
was obtained to thoroughly analyze the usage of 
languages, the functions, bilingual and multilingual 
translated text, and the authorship of the signage in 
the linguistic landscape of the sample area. Data 
analysis procedure in quantifying the language/s in 
the signage and its relative frequency distribution 
was obtained in a simple descriptive statistics 
method. However, for analyzing the functions of the 
signage and what language/s was used for the 
different functions, the researcher categorized the 
gathered data into the specific purpose of signage 
and analyze into informative functions and symbolic 
functions of language in signs (Landry and Bourhis 
1997) and for a better analysis of the function of 
signs the gathered data was categorized again into 
5 communicative functions were it uses Tedick 
(2002) expanded the framework of Finocchiaro and 
Brumfit (1983) communicative function. 
Furthermore, the characteristics of translated sign 
texts analysis, the four classifications of Bilingual 
signs suggested by Reh (2004, as cited in Yavari, 
2012) was used in analyzing the characteristic of 
Bilingual signs. The researcher categorized the 
bilingual signs into complementary, duplicating, and 
fragmentary bilingual signs. And in analyzing the 
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authorship of the signs, the researcher analyzed and 
categorized the data into official signs and unofficial 
signs. Where in the concept of the distinction 
between top-down (official signs) and bottom-up 
(unofficial signs) made by Ben-Rafael et al (2006) 
was used. However, the researcher also qualifies the 
differences between the two signs. 


RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 


LANGUAGE DISPLAYED AND ITS FREQUENCY 
DISTRIBUTION 


Language Percentage 
English 53% 
Filipino 14% 
Filipino-English 33% 


Table 1. Language Use in the Sample Area and 
its Frequency Distribution 


The dominant number of English languages in the 
linguistic landscape of the area is highly observed. 
The Filipino language is the national language of the 
Philippines and it is considered as the minor 
language visible in the linguistic landscape of the 
area but its percentage of frequency distribution is 
lesser compared to English language signs. As 
Finzel (2012) noted, in some cases of LL, minority 
languages are given emphasis, while others mirror 
the growing impact of English as the primary 
language of globalization. The dominant percentage 
of the frequency distribution of English in signage in 
the sample area mirrors the status of English and its 
impact as the universal language. It also shows the 
effectiveness of considering the language not just a 
foreign language but one of the Philippines’ official 
languages. 


Figure 1. Example of Signage written in English 
(Figure 1 is an example of signage written in English, 
it is a signage of an Optical Clinic where all the text 
is written in English while the other one is the signage 
of a Hotel giving directions to its location.) 


IEE CLA 


ТАТАХ ИБТ АСТ 
тг 


О Э 
тааш" 


Figure 2. Example of Filipino signage 

(Figure 2 is an example of signage giving information 
and prohibition to the public. This sign is posted by 
Brgy. Officials and the intended audience of the sign 
are the residents of the Brgy. Therefore, the use of 
the Filipino language is very much effective for the 
residents to clearly understand the prohibition or 
policy imposed by the Brgy. Officials.) 


THE DIFFERENT FUNCTIONS OF SIGNS AND 
THE LANGUAGE USED IN SIGNS. 
Types of signage Usage of language 


Advertisements Informative and symbolic 


Prohibitions/policy Informative and symbolic 


Wayfinding Sign Informative 


Commercial names Informative and symbolic 


Parking rules Informative 


Advocacy Symbolic 


Road traffic regulation signs Informative 


Table 2. Types of Sign and Language Use 


The gathered data is classified into 7 
different types of signage and analyzed the usage of 
language into informative and symbolic functions of 
language. Informational function refers to the 
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writings and the language used to reflect the social 
use of the languages spoken in a given area, the 
behavior towards languages, the borders between 
them, and the (un)balanced power relations among 
linguistic groups. On the other hand, the symbolic 
function refers to the use of different languages 
mainly when the language is a key factor of social 
identity in a linguistic group (Spolsky & Cooper 1991, 
Landry & Bourhis 1997, Ben-Rafael et al. 2006). 


Figure 3. Example of advertisement signage 


Advertisements Data shows that the language used 
in signage for advertisements is both informative and 
symbolic. Informative is carried out in informing the 
people about their services and the available 
products they are offering while symbolic is carried 
out in their different tag lines. Figure 3 is an example 
of advertisement signage with symbolic and 
informative use of language. Signage of a 
commercial sending establishments. Where the 
services they are offering is written in English (send 
and receive money here) and their tag line is written 
in Filipino (bakit magtitiis за mabagal, kung may 
mabilis at madaling kwarta padala! Sa ML sigurado 
ka) 


Figure 4. Example of prohibition sign (no 
smoking and vaping sign) 


Prohibition on exploring the linguistic landscape of 
the area, prohibition signage is one of the functions 
of signage present in the area. The most common 
prohibition signage is posted by the Government. It 
is the “no smoking and vaping” which is imposed by 
the Government, it is one of the prohibitions 
mandated by the City Government of Cauayan City. 
The language used in prohibition signage is carried 
in an informative function. It is used to inform 
everyone which is why they used the English 


language for everyone to know and it does not have 
a specific intended audience. With the fast 
Globalization of English, it is the best language to 
use in informing everyone. 


Figure 5. Example of Wayfinding sign (this way 
sign by a bank company) 


Wayfinding signs. The third function is the most 
common function of signage. Directive signs or way- 
finding signs in the sample area have an informative 
function. Its function is to give direction to a specific 
location. A directive sign is one of the necessary 
signs that should be visible in a certain space. 
Mostly, its intended audience is a tourist and it is 
common for directive signs to use arrow symbols or 
graphics and text. In our sample area, it shows that 
all the present directives signs are written in English. 
Figure 5 is an example of a directive sign of an ATM 
location of a bank. It uses an arrow symbol with 
written in the English word “This way”. 


Communicative functions of signs 


Five Categories of Communicative Functions 
and the Language Use 


The gathered data is also categorized 
according to the 5 communicative functions. In 
referential, directive, and interpersonal 
communicative functions, the English language is 
the dominant language used. While in imaginative, a 
code-mixed Filipino-English is dominant, and in 
Personal function there is only one visible signage 
and it is written in the monolingual Filipino language. 


Moreover, the language used in signs is 
based on its function. In this sense, the sign-makers 
should consider the function of the signs and what is 
the message they want to convey to the sign- 
readers. 


Smart Padala 
Card No 5577-51793-3461- 2109 
Pal oad 

Smart, Glo - TM E-toad & E-Pi з 
Cignal., Phone Propaia Caes aas а 
= Б> га 0 2а 1 =а 
су Remittance. Court =. 
Smart Padala. Gcash, ML Gite Cara 
Cebuana, Xend Courter 


Figure 6. Example of the commercial sign under 
the referential communicative function 


As defined by Saville-Troike (1989, as cited 
in DeCarlo, 1994), this linguistic function is the 
conveyance of factual information to the listeners 
(The listener in this case are the sign-readers). 
Commercial signs are the most common type of 
signs visible in the area that is included in this 
category. For instance, figure 10 is a Filipino-English 
sign text of sending establishments, the details of 
services offered by this establishment are written in 
Filipino and English. The general services are written 
in Filipino (payload, padala, pabayad atbp.) while 
some of the specific details are written in English. 


SCIL] SMES рогата уа?» 
See 7 е-гррат сте као 


esterase 


Figure 7. Example of the commercial sign under 
imaginative communicative function. 


The next communicative function is the 
Imaginative which aims to create imaginary 
construction for the sign-readers. The most frequent 
language used in imaginative function is mixed-code 
English and Filipino language. Figure 11, is the 
signage of a Jewelry remittance establishment, 
advertising their jewelry sale promo, and their tagline 
is written in the Filipino language. The usage of 
bilingual text in advertisements indicates that it is 
effective to combine two or more languages in 
marketing a product. 


Figure 8. Example of the sign under directive 
communicative function. 


Another category of communicative function 
to be analyzed in this study is the directive function. 
Directive is very important for the proper 
management in a certain space, for instance in a 
public place such as the sample area, directive signs 
are very much needed in traffic circulation or road 
vehicle management. Figure 12 is an example of 
road traffic regulations that should be followed by the 
drivers of any vehicle. The “one way” and “no entry” 
sign is posted by the government authorities to 
prevent any crossing accident and for the smooth 
circulation of traffic in the area. The gathered data 
revealed that there is no Filipino written sign for road 
traffic regulations. 


As can be seen in Table 1.4 English 
language is dominantly used in directive function in 
the linguistic landscape of the sample area. These 
findings are an inference to De Los Reyes's (2014) 
explanation that the English language is dominantly 
used in directive function because the usage of this 
language in this type of signs is an indication of the 
ideology that English is a language of power, which 
presumes that sign-readers follow English signs 
more than signs in other languages. Hence, the 
formality of a sign is most observed by the readers 


Figure 9. Interpersonal signage 


The interpersonal communicative function includes 
signs posted on the front doors of the different 
establishments in the area. For instance, the 
entrance door of a supermarket and a department 
store in Figure 13 is a Filipino term “Tuloy, po kayo”. 
It can be observed that this term is usually posted in 
front doors. This is a term for greetings or showing 
politeness in welcoming the customers but if we 
notice, this type of sign also functions as directive. It 
is an alternative sign for “entrance”. 


HILAIN/ 
PUL. 


Коко g 


Figure 10. Personal signage 


The last category of communicative 
function to be discussed in this study is the Personal 
communicative function. In the sample area, there is 
a minimal number of these signs visible in the area. 
In the sample, there is only one visible personal sign 
shown in Figure 14. A Filipino monolingual sign of a 
certain carenderia, expressing their anger to the one 
who litters in their place. This sign is not really 
identified to be personal but with the usage of the 
pronoun “Ка” and “mo” in Filipino it seems like the 
one who posted the sign is pointing to only one 
person. 


CHARACTERISTICS OF BILINGUAL SIGNS 


The third objective of this study is to 
analyze the characteristics of bilingual signs. The 
four classifications of Bilingual signs suggested by 
Reh (2004, as cited in Yavari, 2012) is very much 
useful in analyzing the characteristic of bilingual 
signs. The bilingual signs were then further classified 
into four types: (1) complementary, (2) duplicating, 
(3) fragmentary, and (4) overlapping. But this 
research adopted the concept of Eclipse and 
Tenedero (2018) as they consider fragment and 
overlapping as one. 


TYPES OF  BILINGUALPercentage 


SIGNS 

Complementary 77% 
Duplicating 10% 
Fragment 13% 


Table 3. Bilingual Signs and Their Frequency 
Distribution 


Figure 11. Complementary signage 


Complementary texts are those that have 
different parts of the texts written in different 
languages. Thus, for the sign readers to comprehend 
the whole text, they must be familiar with the 
languages in the text. Figure 15 is an example of 
Complementary signs. The sign employs English 
and Filipino language. 


Figure 12. Duplicating signage 


The second classification of a bilingual sign 
is Duplicating. Figure 16 is an example of duplicating 
text signs. Duplicating texts are those that have the 
same text and information in different languages, 
thus giving the same value to all the languages 
involved. Figure 16 is a sign posted in front of the 
door to give directions to opening the door. The first 
word is English “Pull” and the second word is “hilain” 
which is a Filipino word for pull. Duplicating sign has 
a minimal number in the area. 


Figure 13. Fragment Signage 


The last two classifications are the 
Fragmentary texts which provide the whole 
information in one language, with some parts 
translated into other languages and overlapping 
texts containing only some information in another 
language, while the rest of the text is only in one 
language. But this research adopted the concept of 
Eclipse and Tenedero (2018) to consider fragment 
and overlapping as one, this concept was based on 
the recognition given by Yavari (2012) that it was 
hard to distinguish between fragmentary and 
overlapping signs. Figure 17 is an example of 
fragmentary text sign; the sign only uses one Filipino 
word which is “bayad” while the rest of the text is 
written in English. 


AUTHORSHIP OF SIGNS 

The authorship of signage present in the 
linguistic landscape is traditionally divided into two 
types. Several researchers use different terms, such 
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AUTHORSHIP 


as “private vs. government” (Landry & Bourhis, 
1997), “top-down vs. bottom-up” (Ben-Rafael, 
Shohamy, Amara & Trumper-Hecht, 2006), “official 
vs. non-official” (Backhaus, 2006), or “private vs. 
public’(Shohamy, Ben-Rafeal 8 Barni, 2010), But 
generally those several terms give similar definition 
and scope: “signs issued by public authorities (like 
government, municipalities or public agencies), and 
those issued by individuals, associations or firms 
acting more or less autonomously in the limits of 
authorized regulations” (Shohamy, Ben-Rafeal & 
Barni, 2010). But this study uses the term Private 
and Government proposes by Landry & Bourhis, 
1997 and “official vs. non-official” (Backhaus, 2006), 
was used in this study. 


PERCENTAGE 


OFFICIAL/GOVERNMENT SIGNS 31% 


UNOFFICIAL/PRIVATE SIGNS 69% 


Table 4. Frequency Distribution of Official and 
Non-Official Signs 


The gathered data shows that 
unofficial/private signs are the most frequent signage 
present in the area. These signs are posted by the 
private owners or management of а certain 
establishment. As mentioned in Chapter 3 of this 
research, the locale of the study is considered as one 
of the Trade Centres of the city which is why different 
kinds of Private signs are dominantly visible. One 
characteristic of private signs that are being 
observed upon exploring the sample area is that, 
most of it is written in English language. Most 
establishments use English languages in showing 
the details about different products and services they 
are Offering. Private signs use English language 
when the function of the signage is informative, for 
instance the figure 18 is a private sign of a sending 
establishment informing the signage readers the 
services they offer. While for the usage of Filipino 
language, when the function of the signage is to 
promote. Filipino language is often used in taglines 
or slogans of certain establishments and usually a 
code-mixed of English and Filipino language is used 
to give a unique distinction to certain establishments. 
Figure 19 is an example of a code-mixed Filipino- 
English signage. It is an advertisement signage of a 
bank. The usage of language in private signs is more 
on gaining attention and giving entertainment to the 
sign readers. 


PAYMENTS & REMITTANCE 
DOCUMENTS & MAIL 
PARCELS & BOXES 
CARGO & LOGISTICS 


„лап 10 fang a 
Kailangan 


y MICRO SAVINGS М! pgo Initial Deposit 


А |! maintain 
pon NA KREUK orani 


lance 


Figure 15. Example of Private signage 


On the other hand, the number of 
government signs is lesser compared to private 
signs despite the City hall being situated in area. 
Government signs’ usage of language is more on 
gaining formality so that the sign readers will not 
neglect to follow the signs. 


The most frequent functions of official signs 
visible in the area are prohibition or policy and to 
advocate. Prohibition or policy signage commonly 
uses English language specifically in road policy. All 
road policy signs imposed by the government in the 
area use graphic symbols and English written text, 
for instance Figure 20 is a signage prohibiting any 
vehicles not to enter the street. Official signs also use 
Filipino text in advocacy signs, example Figure 32 is 
an advocacy sign posted in front of the city hall. 
Spolsky (2004, р. 222) noted, “... The real language 
policy of a community is more likely to be found in its 
practices than in management.” But in this research 
the practice and management are highly observed. 
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SN ENTRY 


Figure 16. Example of Government signage 
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OFW CHILDREN’S STRUGGLE: UNDERSTANDING THE IMPACT OF PARENTAL MIGRATION AS А WAY 
TO SUCCEED OR TO REBELLION 
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ABSTRACT 

The study aimed to examine the struggle of OFW children. The goal is to determine the circumstances 
encountered by OFW children, their coping mechanisms and the positive and negative effects brought by parental 
migration to the children of OFW. The research was conducted at Isabela State University Cauayan City Campus. 
Qualitative research techniques were used to collect data. In order to know the struggle of OFW children the 
researcher used a semi-structured interview guide with an in-depth interview with the respondents. As a result, the 
struggle of OFW children is identified and analyzed. The researcher found out that the OFW children’s encountered 
different problems and they can cope with these with the help of their guardians and friends. Moreover, the coping 
mechanisms vary per respondent and it also found that parental migration made them independent, more 
responsible and more mature individuals, as they realize how much their parents sacrificed to give them a better 
life standing. The research has important practical implications for government institutions, educational institutions 


and future researchers of related topics. 


Keywords: Challenges, Left-behind, Migration, Motivation, Overseas Filipino Workers, Rebellion. 


INTRODUCTION 


Migration of parents abroad for working 
purposes may be an important method of increasing 
income and reducing unemployment in the sending 
countries. Migration may have also positive and 
negative outcomes especially for children left at 
home. On the one hand parents often get better-paid 
jobs abroad, providing their children with more 
financial and educational resources and promoting 
school achievement. They are going abroad just to 
have jobs and just to give the necessities of their 
loved ones. People are crossing borders to search 
for better jobs and to gain the opportunities. It is also 
neither a new phenomenon especially for those 
parents who are do their efforts to improve their lives 
and the lives of their families, to learn new things, to 
catch up new experiences and knowledge. 
(McKenzie, 2011) 


The Philippines is the major supplier of 
labor migrants in Asia, over 100 countries and the 
leading female migrant-sending country along with 
Indonesia. More than 8 million (10%) out of the 85 
million Filipinos were working or living abroad. While 
over 72% of total migrants from Philippines were 
women workers. Many of these women work as 
domestic helpers, nurses, caregivers, and 
entertainers. (Reyes, 2008) 


Most Filipino migrant parents believe that 
the intimacy of relationships is not essentially fixed 
by physical proximity but is determined by the 
willingness of parents to fulfill their duties and 


responsibilities to their loved ones and therefore, 
migration is part of how parents’ duties are fulfilled 
for their children. (Smeekens, 2012) 


We all know that leaving children is one of 
the most painful sacrifices that parent/s do because 
in reality a loving migrant parents have chosen to 
leave the household and sacrifice in abroad just to 
give the necessities of their children. They make the 
sacrifices to provide for the childs material 
requirements. Therefore, it is important to note, that 
Philippine households view overseas work as a 
method of attaining economic goals. (Tarroja, 2013) 


Therefore migrant parents assume that their 
children fully understand why they have to leave. 
Although parental migration often brings higher 
income and hence potentially more economic 
resources for children’s education and health 
investment, lack of parental care can also have 
adverse effects on left-behind children. The effect of 
parental migration depends on Ше relative 
magnitude of the two effects and it is largely an 
empirical issue. (Harper, 2013) 


Several studies have found the positive effects. 
The major reason for working abroad among OF Ws is 
to send their children to good, preferably exclusive 
schools from primary up to college because they 
acknowledge that the best thing they can give their 
children is the right to education. Moreover, other 
Studies have found the disadvantage of parental 
migration. (Hugo, 2005) 
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According to Naval (2010) children of OFWs are 
very prone to a lot of human problems. This may lead 
to some serious bad problems like alcoholism, drug 
addiction and other bad habits they might experience 
and also because of the influence of bad 
socialization due to the lack of parental guidance and 
care towards them. 


This paper fills the gap that is anchored toward 
determining whether or not parental migration may 


SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY 


This study aimed to contribute knowledge to OFW’s 
child struggle in Cauayan City. Vital results of this 
investigation аге significant and beneficial 
specifically to the following: 

Government institutions. This study will give a 
paradigm for the government to create and promote 
more jobs in our country. 


Educational institutions. This study will provide the 
educational institutions with knowledge on the impact 
of parental migration on OFW’s children in Cauayan 
City. 


Future researchers of related topics. This study 
will serve as a guide for future researchers of related 
subjects. It will also broaden the future researchers’ 
knowledge of the struggles experienced by the 
children of OFWs. 


METHODOLOGY 


This chapter discussed the design and 
specific methodologies that used in examining the 
OFW’s child struggle. This section is divided into four 
parts namely (1) Research Design, (2) Respondents 
of the Study, (3) Research Instrument, (4) Data 
Gathering Procedure. 


Research Design 

The researcher used the descriptive 
qualitative research with face-to-face interviews. The 
researcher used the purposive sampling in 
qualitative research as it is the most appropriate 
method to be used since it will focus on the Struggle 
of OFW's children. 


Respondents of the Study 

This study focused on the Struggle of 
OFW’s children. It is usually done with 10 
respondents. The respondents of the study are the 
students of College of Arts and Sciences at Isabela 


be a motivation or path to rebellion for OFWs’ 
children. It will seek to understand the circumstances 
encountered by of OFW’s children, to identify the 
coping mechanisms that help them to go with their 
journey which can use as an inspiration to those who 
are also experiencing the same situation, and to 
know the positive and negative effects of parental 
migration. 


State University Cauayan Campus who have OFW’s 
parent/s. 
Research Instrument 

Research instrument involved interviews 
with the use of a semi-structured interview guide with 
open-ended questions. This study focused on the 
struggle of OFW’s children in ISU Cauayan Campus 
which consist of two parts. The part | presents the 
personal profile of the respondents, part Il is in the 
interview proper. 
Additionally, the researcher used voice recording 
devices as a guiding tool to obtain answers that are 
sensitive to interpretation. 


Data Gathering Procedure 

First, the researcher asked permission from 
the children of OFW as respondents in compliance 
with the research ethics protocol, the researcher 
gave an informed consent form for the purpose of 
confidentiality. After the approval, the researcher 
appointed an interview schedule convenient to them. 
Interviews will be held personally. After completion 
the interview, the researchers consolidated the data 
by transcribing the responses for easy 
understanding. The researcher analyzed, and 
interpreted the gathered data. 


RESULT AND DISCUSSION 


The researcher found out that the OFWs 
children encountered different problems and they 
can cope with these with the help of their guardians 
and friends. Moreover, the coping mechanisms vary 
per respondent. 


The Researcher also found that parental 
migration made them independent, more responsible 
and more mature individuals, as they realize how 
much their parents sacrificed to give them a better 
life standing. 
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It is not easy for OFW’s children to grow 
without the guidance of their parents but it is not a 
reason for them to rebel instead they become more 
motivated. Even though the OFW children 
encountered different circumstances like subjective 
to abuse, bullying, left alone, low self-esteem, 
loneliness, emotional disturbance and lack of family 
support they still manage to cope up with these 
circumstances. The OFWs’ children have different 
coping mechanisms like faith in God, family and peer 
support, communication and family peer support, 
resorting to social media and focusing on positive 
things. 


The researcher found out that even the 
parents went to work abroad as long as you 
understand the reason why, you will not become a 
rebel because it is for your own good. That is why 
whatever decisions our parents will do we should 
always respect and understand them. 
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ABSTRACT 


Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) is one of the most epidemic, incurable and stigmatized 
viruses today. The purpose of this study entitled “Untold Stories: Understanding the Effects of Stigma and 
Coping Mechanisms of People Living with HIV” is to understand the stigmas being experienced by people 
living with HIV (PLHIV), the effects of the identified stigmas by people living with HIV and their coping 
mechanisms in response with the stigmas in the Province of Isabela. Qualitative method is used to deeply 
understand the effects of stigma and coping mechanisms of people living with HIV. There are 7 people 
living with HIV respondents in this study who are experiencing stigma and the effects of stigma because 
of their status. Upon knowing the stigma, the effects of stigma and coping mechanisms of people living 
with HIV, there will be an understanding of the stigma that they are experiencing and through this, other 
people can contribute to their coping mechanisms because living with HIV is not easy because of the 
stigma towards HIV, and people living with HIV. 


Keywords: People Living with HIV, Stigma, Effects of Stigma, Coping Mechanisms 


INTRODUCTION 


HIV stands for Human Immunodeficiency 
Virus and leads to AIDS or Acquired 
Immunodeficiency Syndrome and if not treated early, 
leads to death. According to UNAIDS (2016), HIV is 
transmitted in different ways. Sexual transmission is 
the most common way of acquiring this virus. Male 
having sex with a male is one of the most common 
ways of transmitting the virus. According to UNAIDS 
(2018), since the virus started, more than 78 million 
people have been infected with HIV, and there are 
over 39 million people living with HIV (PLHIV) died. 
Moreover, as also stated by UNAIDS Estimates 
(2018), there are over 68,000 adults and children 
living with HIV in the Philippines. According to the 
Department of Health (DOH), there are over 26 
newly diagnosed HIV cases per day. HIV/AIDS kills 
more young men in the Philippines and dying with 
HIV/AIDS is a shame in the Philippines (Santos, 
2016). According to this view, people living with HIV 
in the Philippines are shameful and unacceptable. 


To answer the research objectives, an in-depth 
interview was conducted. It is important to study this 
issue to educate people about the consequences of 
unprotected sex and to have knowledge about HIV 
specifically in the Province of Isabela. This paper will 
seek to understand the situation of people living with 
HIV and to identify the reasons behind their fear to 


disclose their status which will lead to positively 
exposing their interesting stories and the effects of 
the stigma. This, in turn, will lead to the identification 
of the coping mechanisms that helps them to go with 
their journey which can impart inspiration to those 
who are also undergoing the same condition. 


Significance of the Study 


Being infected with HIV is not easy. There are 
challenges that await someone who is infected by 
this virus and it is of great importance to know what 
the challenges, effects and coping mechanisms 
towards the stigma to further understand the 
challenges of living with HIV. Infectious Disease 
Prevention and Control (2011), stated that there 
different ways of transmitting HIV/AIDS virus these 
are sexual transmission, HIV transmission among 
drug users, and the mother-to-child transmission. 
These are the common ways of acquiring the virus. 
In sexual transmission, unprotected sexual 
intercourse is greatest risk in acquiring the virus. As 
stated by Pebody (2012), explained that stigma is the 
shameful and disgraceful treatment of something 
and is socially unacceptable. Upon knowing the 
different stigmas and challenges being experienced 
by people living with HIV, it is important to 
understand the effects of the stigmas and challenges 


Page | 38 


being faced by people living with НМ. Meanwhile, 
Agyemang and Otoo (2013) said that it takes a 
deeper understanding so that we can understand 
how people with HIV are affected by different 
stigmas. Deeper understanding of the effects of 
stigma on People Living with HIV leads to knowing 
their coping mechanisms or strategies with the 
stigmas. 


2. METHODOLOGY 


Research Design 
The Researcher used qualitative type of 
research. 


Research Instrument 


The data in this research is collected 
through in-depth interviews. The interview guide was 
created using appropriate questions formed by the 
researcher and is validated by the adviser. The 
interview guide has three parts. The first part will be 
the questions about the stigmas being experienced 
by People Living with HIV, the second part includes 
the questions about the effects of the stigmas being 
experienced by People Living with HIV and the last 
part are questions about the coping mechanisms of 
People Living with HIV. The researcher used 
Purposive Sampling Method in gathering data to 
further understand the effects of stigma and coping 
mechanisms of people living with HIV. 


Respondents of the Study 


Participants of this research are People 
Living with HIV who is willing to answer the interview 
questions in this qualitative research regardless of 
their sex in the Province of Isabela. 


Data Gathering Procedure 


The researcher used methods such as in- 
depth interviews and document studies to determine 
the different stigmas being experienced by People 
Living with HIV. The researcher relies on the 
participant's way of answering the questions for them 
to answer the questions from their own perspectives. 


3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 


All of the respondents were male and the age 
of the respondents is ranging from 19 to 28. All of the 
respondents are single, two of the seven 
respondents are currently working, respondent 1 is 
currently a service crew, Respondent 7 is a make-up 
artist, Respondents 3 and 5 are students and 


Respondents 2,4, and 6 preferred not to give their 
occupation to protect their anonymity as a PLHIV. 


Stigma is really connected with 
discrimination. Living with HIV nowadays means 
PLHIV need to bear discrimination from people 
around them because discrimination itself is 
attached to the stigma and the virus. Upon knowing 
that a person is infected with HIV, they suddenly 
became a target of discrimination they also said that 
other people think that the virus is also connected 
with shameful behaviors like men having sex with 
men and other people also believe that being 
infected with the virus is a punishment for their 
immoral behaviors and this attitude towards HIV and 
PLHIV only proves that stigma results to 
discrimination. Living with the virus means PLHIV 
needs to take care of their selves. Upon knowing the 
stigmas being experienced by the respondents, the 
researcher come to a realization that the most 
common stigma being experienced by the 
respondents is the fear of disclosing their status to 
others. 


It is important to know the effects of HIV on 
PLHIV because of the suicidal attempts being 
experienced by PLHIV. It is alarming that PLHIV 
often thinks of killing their selves because of their 
status. Upon knowing that a person is infected with 
the virus, they experience 4 ds. Denial, 
discrimination, depression, and lastly death. Without 
a support from their families, friends, or peers, a 
PLHIV might experience those things which would 
lead to them hurting their selves. 


Support groups whether NGOs or LGU- 
recognized groups must be strengthened. These 
support groups can prolong the life of PLHIVs 
because of their proper counseling that makes 
PLHIVs think positively and continue living life and 
bring a realization that there is more to life and there 
is always life after HIV. 


An HIV counselor said that most PLHIV 
experience discrimination and depression that can 
cause death. With the identified stigmas being 
experienced by the respondents, their coping 
mechanisms to the identified stigma, the researcher 
came to conclusion that it is important to disseminate 
more knowledge to the general public specifically 
stigma towards HIV and PLHIV so that the stigma will 
lessen and non-HIV people will understand PLHIV’s 
situation and further accept them as a normal 
individual. Upon knowing the stigma being 
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experienced by PLHIV, people will understand the mechanisms and through that the stigma will be 
effects of stigma and can contribute to their coping lessened. 
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ABSTRACT 


In a psychobiography, a psychological theory is used as a framework to uncover the study of an 
individual (McAdams, 2012). The value of psychobiographical studies has been advocated by many scholars 
in the field of political psychology research for the development and testing of theories relating to human 
development (Carter, 2011). The subjects under investigation in this psychobiographical study are academic 
leaders. Although much has been written about psychobiography, not much of the existing literature adopts 
a psychosocial approach to analyzing psychobiography, especially on academic leaders because most of 
the studies were anchored on political leaders. The researcher aims to explore and analyze the 
psychobiography of retired academic leaders using Erikson’s psychosocial theory. Furthermore, the study 
attempts to explain how these factors such as cognitive or psychological, and social systems, as proposed 
by Erik Erikson, affect the behaviors and decision-making process of these retired academic leaders. 


Keywords: Academic leaders, Psychobiography, Psychosocial Theory, Psychological factor, Societal factor 


INTRODUCTION 
Background of the Study 


Roberts (2012) described psychobiographical 
research as an exciting, stimulating and fast-moving 
field that seeks to understand the changing 
experiences and outlook of individuals in their daily 
lives, what they see is important, and how to provide 
interpretations of the accounts they give of their past, 
present, and future. Therefore, the appeal of the use 
of psychobiographical research is that it can explore, 
in diverse methodological and interpretative ways, 
how the individual accounts of life experience can be 
understood within the contemporary setting (Elms, 
2011) 

In a psychobiography, a psychological theory is 
used as a framework to uncover the study of an 
individual (McAdams, 2012). However, Schultz 
(2010) argued that the psychobiographical approach 
to research tends to be underutilized because 
despite the increase іп studies of a 
psychobiographical nature, the progress of this field 
has been inadequate due to it being underpopulated. 
The value of psychobiographical studies has been 
advocated by many scholars in the field of political 
psychology research for the development and testing 
of theories related to human development (Carter, 
2011). The subjects under investigation іп this 
psychobiographical study are academic leaders. 


Although much has been written about 
psychobiography, not much of the existing literature 
adopts a psychosocial approach to analyzing 
psychobiography, especially on academic leaders 
because most of the studies were anchored on 
political leaders. 

Thus, the researcher explored and analyzed 
the psychobiography of retired academic leaders 
using Erikson’s psychosocial theory. Furthermore, 
the study attempts to explain how these factors such 
as cognitive or psychological, and social systems, as 
proposed by Erik Erikson, affect the behaviors and 
decision-making process of these retired academic 
leaders. 


Scope and Delimitation 


The study is confined to retired academic 
leaders specifically in the municipality of San Mateo. 
Retired academic leaders were chosen to cover the 
entire selected stages of the psychosocial 
development which begins from 6 years old and 
extends up to 65 years old onwards. The researcher 
started in stage 4 (6-12 years old) because 
according to Koyfman (2009), it is the ideal age 
where an individual can recall all the past accounts 
of his life. 


Significance of the Study 
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Analyzing the fulfillment of retired academic leaders 
using Erikson’s psychosocial theory would pave the 
way to address the weaknesses of the said area of 
the study and would contribute to the increase of the 
limited studies conducted concerning the 
psychobiographical analysis. It would also pave the 
way for the academe to find ways to understand 
better and assess our academic leaders, teachers, 
administrators, and other staff in order to create a 
healthy workplace and attain personality 
development. 


METHODOLOGY 


As indicated in the title this chapter presents the 
methods and procedures that will be used by the 
researcher in obtaining data needed for studying the 
behaviors of academic leaders using Erikson’s 
psychosocial theory. 


Research Design 


A descriptive qualitative research approach 
was chosen in this research because this approach 
amplifies an interpretation and understanding of the 
meaning and can create human interactions to 
gather data by employing phenomenological 
research design in a deep and comprehensive 
manner. Phenomenological research because it is 
applicable in understanding the feelings of the 
respondents and it also allows the researchers to 
delve into perceptions and perspectives on a certain 
experience of human being. The researcher also 
utilized purposive sampling in selecting the 
respondents of the study. 


Research Instrument 


In this study, the researcher utilized in-depth 
interviews as the main data-gathering instrument to 
analyze the behaviors of academic leaders through 
Erikson’s psychosocial development theory. This 
includes the selected stages namely; Industry vs. 
Inferiority (6-12 years old), Identity vs. Role 
Confusion (12-20 years old), Intimacy vs. Isolation 
(20-50 years old), Generativity vs. Stagnation (50-60 
years old), Integrity vs. Despair (65 years old 
onwards) The framed interview started with 
questions related to the selected stages of 
psychosocial development theory of Erikson. The 
questions were prepared based on existing literature 
on the selected stages of psychosocial development 
by Erikson. 


Respondents of the Study 


The respondents of the study were retired 
academic leaders with ages ranging from 65 years 
old onwards. The researcher attempted to explore 
and explain the psychodynamic lives of these 
academic leaders with specific reference to the 
leaders’ psychosocial personality development. 


Data Gathering Procedure 


After the finalization and approval of the 
questions in the interview guide, the researcher 
sought permission from the selected retired 
academic leaders to conduct interview. After the 
permission was granted, the researcher personally 
distributed and administered the questions. The data 
obtained were analyzed and coded. 


RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 


Industry vs. Inferiority (6-12 years old) 

Fulfillment of the elements of the fourth 
stage of Erikson’s psychosocial theory is important 
because it leads to the establishment of sense of 
industry which is the ego strength of this stage. While 
non-fulfillment of the said elements may lead to an 
individual experiencing sense of inferiority or low 
self-esteem as if he or she is incapable of reaching 
what peers may be achieving. 

Identity vs. Role Confusion (12-20 years old) 

Mastery of the fifth stage through the 
fulfillment of the essential elements is very crucial 
because it is a pre-requisite of the succeeding stage. 
Successful attainment of this stage leads to the 
establishment of a strong self-identity which plays a 
vital role in the achievement of the next ego 
strengths. However, non-fulfillment of the key 
elements of this stage may result in serious problems 
of role confusion. 

Intimacy vs. Isolation (20-50 years old) 

Achievement of the key elements іп the 6" 
stage results in the attainment of the ego strength in 
this stage which is love. This builds sense of intimacy 
which includes mature relationships while 
maintaining work productiveness. If not established 
or 


fulfilled, a sense of isolation may develop within an 
individual. 
Generativity vs. Stagnation (50-60 years old) 


Adults who fulfilled the essential elements 
of this stage tend to be more concerned about the 
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next generation, get socially involved, and become 
more caring people, and more productive mentors. 
Thus, individuals who fail to fulfill the stages might 
struggle to find a way to contribute to society and feel 
disconnected and uninvolved with their communities. 
Integrity vs. Despair (65 years old onwards) 

Lastly, non-fulfillment of the essential 
elements of the final stage of Erikson’s psychosocial 
theory which is centered around the notion of 
whether individuals have sense of peace in the way 
their lives were led would likely result in the 
establishment of sense of integrity where fear of 
death is not viewed as an important challenge. The 
ego strength resulting from this stage is wisdom. 
While on the other end of the spectrum, 
nonfulfillment of the key elements may lead to sense 
of despair where individuals may realize that it's too 
late to start over. 


CONCLUSION 


Thus, The fulfillment of the key elements of 

each stage results in the attainment of the ego 
strengths of each stage 
while non-fulfillment thereof results in the negative 
counterparts of the ego strength. Consequently, the 
fulfillment or non-fulfillment of the key elements of 
each stage by the retired academic leaders reflects 
the kind of individuals and leaders they were. 
Therefore, fulfillment of the elements of each stage 
results in an ego strength which also results in a 
positive trait and vice versa. 
However, based on the data gathered by the 
researcher, it was found that whether be it a 
complete or partial fulfillment of the key elements of 
each stage, it may still lead to the attainment of the 
ego strengths of each psychosocial development 
stage which means that a person doesn’t necessarily 
have to completely fulfill the elements of the stages 
for him or her to become a person who is competent, 
self-identical, loving, caring, and with integrity so 
long as these elements are dominantly achieved. 
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